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draw acertain paper, and permission to take out 
acopy-right, and to print. Leave to withdraw is 
in thie case. [A laugh.] Yes, sir, I 
would give him leave. Let him take away this 
by all means. But we are to allow him to 
- a copy-right, and to print at his owngx- 
se, Sir, do we grant copy-rights? at 
could be meant by such a thing? Why, it would 
be authorizing people to print their own works out 
of their own funds; that is all, and that is exact! 
what we are required todo for Mr. Palmer. 
jaogh.) Then it is called a “ document,”’ with 
the title of it given at length. ‘A document!” 
Well! in the olden times a document was an offi- 
cial paper, emanating from the Executive or some 
of the departments. But here is Mr. A. H. 
Palmer's description of the ‘* Maritime countries 
of the East,”? and so forth, which grows up to 
the dignity of adocument. And how has it got 
to bea docament? | suppose Mr. Palmer made 
adeposit of it somewhere, say the Department of 


| State, and then got it back again, and that it has 


undergone a process of filtration, which has made 
it, from a common paper, a “‘document.’”? This 
«document,”’ after having been spun and wove by 
Mr. Palmer, not out of his own bowels, like the 
spider’s web, but out of other people’s brains and 
hooks, was carried to the Department of State and 
ssked house room. There are a great many good 
men in this world, and many of them have ht 
Secretaries of State. Many things have been car- 
ried and left there, and kindly cared for. The 
bantling is left, and when it is wanted, he who put 
it there knows where to find it. As the boys say 
in the street, the fox is the finder; and in this case, 
| presume there was a deposit of this paper with 
the Secretary of State, and that Aaron i. was the 
finder. (Great laughter.] And then he gets some 
good-natured member of Congress—and theremare 
agreat many good-natured members of Congress, 
as well as among other classes of men—to move a 
resolution to have it brought down; after which the 
printing at public expense, and the purchase of 
some thousands of copies at double price, as a 
matter of course! 

Well, members of Congress get their feelings 
excited, and call for the paper. It comes down 
with great dignity. It comes down from the Sec- 
reiary of State, stopping in at the President’s for 
his private secretary to bring it up ‘to Congress. 
Hence it must be dignified; it must be deemed 
very respectable. It comes upon us imposingly. 
lt is then referred to acommittee. The committee 
bring it back to the House. By that time it has 
ripened into ‘ a document,’’ i not only ripened 
into a decument, but it has undergone so many 
filtrations and received so many imprimatures that 
its value can scarcely be calculated. That is 
about the state, I believe, of the present document, 
named in this resolution. That is about its his- 
tory, as I guess it. I have not taken the trouble 
‘o make any inquiries respecting it; but I guess it 
from what I see on the face of the paper, (Mr 
reading,) ‘* Entitled *.4 comprehensive view of the 
Principal a maritime countries the 
* East, ulustrated by a chart, which ccoanupilabshe 
‘Teport of the Secretary of State to the Senate, under 
‘date of 23d of April last, and referred to the Com- 

mittee on Foreign Relations.’’ Very grand title. 
But, sir, what have we before us in the shape of 
onental legislation on which we want instruction, 
to be gotten out of this “com ive view of 
the countries of the East?” 1 have read some 
thing about the countries of the East ever since I 
was a little boy. I have read of Solomon, and of 
the East, in his day; and I have read something 
of what it has been since. And as for our mer- 
chants who carry on trade, I apprehend that 


oe at this in order to decide what 


of trade. I have read, d 
warter of a century, a great deal of our merchants 
their enterprise, of their cour- 
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seas, upon the land, or amidst the tumbling moun- 
tains of polar ice, pursuing the gigantic monsters 
of the deep. I have read what Edmund Burke 
said of them in the last century, and the black 
emperor of Hayti, Christophe, in this. Both 
seemed to be equally impressed with the energy 
of our merchants, but expressed by Christophe 
with most energy. He said, * hang up a bag of 
coffee in hell, a Yankee would go and _ bring 
it down without being singed.” [Laughter.] This 
is an illustration of what enterprise Americans 
possess. And yet, sir, 1 am to be called upon 
here to vote money to buy books for the purpose 
of informing the American merchants whether 
or not they can carry on commerce with the East, 
with China and Japan; and to do that at a time 
when we have no bill impending on which we are | 
to legislate upon the subject of trade with those 
countries, or with any country. So that here we 
are at sea, widely at sea, proposing to purchase 
a thing which has not the excuse of previous 
books—that it is wanted —which nobody has read, 
and when we have nothing to which it is to be 
applied after we get it. This is going a length 
which Pao abuses have not gone in this 
abusefu 


takes another great stride. 

In the beginning, as | have shown, it was a 
matter of law to purchase these books. It required 
at least the sanction of the House before money 
could be taken out of the Treasury for the pur- 
chase of books. It required an appropriation. 
There happens to be a clause in the Constitution | 
of the United States that no money shall be taken 
out of the Treasury except by an appropriation 
law. That appropriation law must receive the 
assent, the free assent of both Houses of Congress, 
and must be signed by the President besides. 
These were the guards which the framers of our 
Constitation placed around the Treasury. No 
money was to be taken out of the Treasury ex- 
cept by law. That law should receive the sanc- | 
tion of a majority of each House of Congress, and 
then be signed by the President. 

In the early stages of the abuse, that provision | 
of the Constitution was followed, in form at least. 
The books were always bought by law. This | 
abuse has been going on step by step. We are | 
to pay for this book “‘ out of the conti 
the Senate,’’ and take the money, not by law, but | 
by a resolution, thereby depriving the House of 


Representatives, to that extent, of their control || 
a piece would be enough. 


over the money in the Treasury, and applying our 
contingent fund toa purpose for which it never | 
was intended: The contingent fund of every de- 
partment, of every branch of the public business, 
necessarily attaches itself, and belongs to those 
incidental expenses which result from the work- 


ing of the department, and which are not foreseen, || 


and which cannot be enumerated beforehand. | 
There is propriety in the term “contingent” in | 
such expenses, and they are always small. When 
1 first came here, the contingent expenses of the 
whole War Department were $11,000. The two 
Houses of Congress then acted upon the great prin- 
ciple inculeated in the early days of our history, 
and necessary both to economy and accountability, 
that appropriations should be ific, not general 
nor contingent. Every of appropriation was 
specifically estimated, so that they got down to 
contingencies in the War Department so low as 
$11,000. Now, what will cover the contingent 
expenses of one branch of the legislative depart- 
ment—of the Senate alone? ill hundreds of 
thousands cover it? If cnfined to its proper ob- 
ject, a few thousand dollats would suffice. But 
if you apply it to the purchase of books without 
limitation, nobody can estimate what it will re- 
aie for the contingent fund of the Senate. The 





reasury may be plundered. By acting in this 
way, the House is deprived of their control over 
the in the iry. This purchase of 
books does not to the conti cies of the 
Senate. It is no co of the Senate. It is 
untrue, but the House is by it. Each House 


business—buying merely because it isa | 
book, and not because there is anything to which || 
we can apply it. Thus this abuse, in this case, || 


ent fund of || 
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| years past. He has congregated with us for many 
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judges its own contingent expenses; and though 
the House of Representatives knows that thie 
book purchase is no contingent expense of the 
Senate, yet it has to submit. Thus the House 
are deprived of their rightful power over the money 
in the Treasury. 

Now, I wish the whole abuse to be considered 
as being on trial; forin this case you see an exem- 
plification of the whole abuse. It is an epitome of 
all the evils of book-buying. How did this thing 
come before us? Who ever thought of originating 
the printing of this book? No one but Mr. Pal- 
He has frequented thése Halls for many 


years. He has brought this thing before Con- 
gress, and pressed it on our heed Congress 
would never have thought of searching for it. The 
Senate would never have thought of searching for 
it. But Mr. Palmer has come here. He has re- 
mained here, instead of staying at home attending 
to his own business. He is here; he is ievant, 
couchant, and cormorant here. And he undertakes 
to make a book for us without our leave, and we 


| are to purchase it, when it has no earthly relation 


to anything we have before us; and we are to 
purchase his book purely and simply for his bene- 
fit; for { do not know what benefit it can be,to any- - 
body else. Sir, in this proposed purchase is com- 
prised the whole abuses of the system. This book 


| 18 pressed upon us when we have no need for it, 
| no use for it, when it has no applicability to any- 
| thing before Congress. It is the most flagrant case 


| 

















of abuse which has ever been attempted upon us, 


| and comprises within itself all the abuses of this 


book-buying system.” The résolution “ author- 
izes’’ the Secretary of the Senate to subscribe for 
5,000 copies of this work of Mr. Palmer. He ia 
*‘ authorized” to subscribe. The words are to 
give him authority; but the meaning is that he 


|| shall buy. Then, why not “direct” him to do it. 
| We “ authorize’’ him to do it. What is thé mean- 


ing of that word “ authorize?’’ Does it mean 


| that he may examine and consider the matter, 


and purchase or refuse to purchase as he may 
deem best? No, sir. It is intended to be an order, 
to direct the Secretary to buy the books. I, there- 
fore, object to the phraseology of this resolution, 
as it contrives a mode by which we are to avoid 
meeting the direct responsibility. 

When this matter was first brought up, the Sec- 
retary was to be authorized to subscribe for 5,000 
copies of this book. They thought then that each 
Senator should have about 90 volumes to digest. 
But after awhile it was concluded that 50 volumes 
So they dropped 5,000 
and made it 3,000, as it now stands. They should 
have continued this dropping process. If they had 
taken one more jump of 2,000, they would have 
reduced the number to 1,000, and in that way they 
would have got down ata third jump, below nothing. 
That ought to have been the process. Why did 
it not goon? Why stop at 3,000? What argu- 
ment can there be for giving each Senator 50 
copies? I want to hear the argument. I should 
like to know why they dropped 5,000, and made 
the number 3,000? patngs the argument waa 
this: 5,000 was more than would go; therefore 
fall to 2,000. For whose benefit was this? Was 
it for the benefit of the Senate or for the benefit of 
Mr. Palmer? Why, it was undoubtedly for the 
benefit of Mr. Palmer. The whole scheme has 
been to get the resolution through for his benefit. 
If 5,000 copies were necessary when this résoh- 
tion was first introduced, why is not that humber 
necessary now? We are not then to buy the 
book for ourselves, but for the benefit of Mr. 
Palmer, and he condescends to sell us 3,000, be- 
cause we will not take 5,000. But says the reao- 
lation these books are to be purchased “for the 
use of the Senate.” For what use of the Senate? 
Here again is an expression which ought not to 
be inserted. Is it intended for distribution? If so, 
why not write down the words? Let us face the 
music. Let us have it in plain language that 
these works are for distribution among ourselves. 
Let us send it out in that way, and Jet us not have 
a double process to go through, first to buy what 
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we do not want, and then to distribute what we 
cannot use. 

Sir, 1 know how this distribution commenced. 
We had books and documents piled up here at one 
time until they formed such a blockade that we 
had to make a ew through them to the Sec- 
retary’s office. The qyeation then was, what shall 
we do with them ? e have got them; now what 
is to be done with them? 
ute them. That was the argument. 
to distribute them, in order to get rid of them. 
Instead of going through the double process of 
buying first and distributing afterwards to get rid 
of them, there is a clause by which the whole may 
be covered up—* for the use of the Senate.” 

Now, can the Senate use them? If the book is 
really valuable, itcan be bought for the library. 
$5,000 a year is allowed for the purchase of books 
tur the library. 


There ia the place for it. 
the resolution, these books are to be “‘ forthe use 
of the Senate.” Is there not a design to move the 
distribution among Senators? 
forced on the ground that, having got the books, 
we must do something with them. 

Then the resolution says that these works ‘‘shall 
be celivered by Mr.-Palmer at a price not exceed- 
ing two dollars per copy of not less than five hun- 


dred pages, octavo; printed on fine paper, and | 
Five hundred pages! | 
Well, Mr. President, I have heard a story which 


neatly bound in muslin.” 


is, perhaps, applicable to this case. A country 
smith’s shop, and a mill, also kept a dry goods 
siore. At the time to which I refer, the term 


of everything in the world was sold. 
e many other good men, attended to all these 

« s himeelf, and had an excellent wife, who 
was a wife of all work, and attended to all these 
things when he was away. A man came into the 
store one day to buy some shot. 
find the pound weight; remembering having heard 
that a “* pint was a pound,” she measured him the 


pint of shot for the pound, and he took all the shot || 


she had upon those terms. 

Now, in this case we are to go on the idea that 
& page isa page. Now, Lean give you a little ex- 
perience on that point. When I first came to 


works that Thad noi seen. I had subseribed and 
paid for nine volumes in advance. 


easily done, and compare it with a real British 


octavo then in my house. Well, that single Brit- || 


ish octavo contained upwards of a considerable 

number of words more than those nine volumes, 

That convinced me that a page was not a page, 

though a pint might be a pound, [Great laughter. } 
1 repeat, sir, that I wwioh | 

all the abuses which have grown out of this sys- 


ar itupon one case. That case goes through 
and throagh, and another comes and that goes 


through. e have had no 


Why, we must distrib- | 
We were || 


If the work is valuable, two or | 
three sets of it could be bought for the library. | 
But under the terms of | 


That will be en- | 


She could not | 
|| do but for the reasons alluded to. 


} 
| 


} 
| 





eneral appeal to the || 


sense of the Senate, to consider the abuse of the | 


whole system, and [ think a more appropriate oc- 
casion t the present for putting an end to the 
whole system cannot t itself. Look back 
and sce the mischief it has produced; look forward 
and see what will be thegpnsequence of our pass- 
ing this. 1 think this isa most appropriate ecca- 
sion for trying the whole system, and putting an 
end te the abuse, I now move the indefinite post- 
poyement of the resolution. 

Mr. FOOTE. I regret exceedingly that the 
honorable Senator from North. Carolina, [Mr. 
Maxeom,} who was the introducer of this resolu- 
tion from the Committee on Forei ions, is 
not now in his 


‘Mr. COORER, {If the honorable Senator will 
give rns will ape that the further considera- 
uon of this subject be postponed; , 

Mr. FOOTE. Oh no, I prefer going on now. 
This matter has already occupied too much of our 
atiention, and I am very anxious i that it 


which I feel that the 
resolution, 80 better 


1 ination of cértain topics, to the consideration of 
Congress, I was beset to subscribe to a great many || 
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|| qualified than myself to exhibit its true merits, 
and vindicate it against unjust and illiberal assail- 

ment, happens not to be in his place, so that the 

| duty is imposed upon me, however inadequate: to 

the task, of saying something in defence of it. 
| 


sition which | hold in this body, as chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, were | in- 
clined to shrink from the vindication. of a resolu- 
tion which has received the unanimous sanction of 
| that committee. 1 shall by no means undertake to 
| eccupy the attention of the Senate with a diacus- 
|| sion of all the matters which have been brought to 
|| our consideration this morning. The Chair has 
|| already ruled to the contrary; and, had not that 
decision of the Chair been rendered I certainly 
|| should not have felt an inclination to debate topics 
|| so wholly unconnected with the question before 
‘| us. I shall be allowed to say, however, that when 
I heard first of the practice of printing books for 
the use of the Senate, it strack me as being one 
more than likely to be productive of mischief. I 
certainly found this system in full and active oper- 
ation in this body when I had the honor of first 

taking my seat here. I found that many such ap- 
| propriations had been made, under the lead of cer- 
| tain gentlemen whom I will not now specially 
|| name; and there seemed to be a general acquies- 
|| cence in the system,.as one out of which great 
public benefits might spring. 

By the by, as a part of the parliamentary his- 
tory of the country, it is worth noticing that some 





'| of those gentlemen who have most distinguished 
merchant, besides keeping a farm, and a black- || 


themselves of late by what they seem to regard, 
| and evidently wish others also to regard, asa patri- 


|| otic and public-spirited opposition to this system, 
** dry goods store” meant a store ir which a little | 


This man, | 


| were at the period to which | allude most zealous 
and efficient advocates of it. The honorable Sen- 
|| ator from Texas [Mr. Rusx] will allow me to refer 
|| to him as being one of the class of Senators alluded 
|| to; and he will not be offended, | trust, if, for cer- 
|| tain delicate reasons, I make somewhat freer refer- 
| ence to him in discussing this matter than I should 
What I say of 
'| him will be found much more forcibly applicable 
to others, to whom I am not willing to make any 
| special allusion. 
| | have said, Mr. President, that I neither feel 
authorized nor inclined to enter upon the exam- 


which we have been invited this morning; and yet 
I hape to be pardoned for saying, in relation to the 


| 


’ They came || business of supplying Senators with books, that 
out, volume after volume, until finally the whole |) 


nine volumes octavo appeared, with wide margins, | 
big types, and a great distance between the lines. || 
1 had the curiosity to count it up, which was || 


the very first speech I had the honor to make in 
this body was in opposition to that practice, and | 
believe that the very first vote I gave was given in 
order to procure its suppression. But older Senators 
| had established the practice, and were daily fur- 
| nishing ample proofs that they still approved it, 
| and I did not deem it altogether seemly in one, who 
| was then a stranger here, to take upon himself the 
| ungracious character of a reformer. I wish it to 





|| be distinctly understood too, Mr. President, that I 
the Senate to think of || 


| have never sold any book which I have thus re- 


‘ . '8- || ceived, nor do I believe that any gentleman who 
tem, and consider whether it is nottime to stop it. | 


We have made repeated efforta, but we cannot || 


| ig at present a member of this body has thus dis- 


| graced himself and us. Certainly, if such a case 


| of unsenatorial meanness can be made out against 


| any one at present occupying a seat here, his es- 
cape from immediate ejection will not be charge- 
able to undue forbearance on my part. I strongly 
| suspect that my honorable friend from Texas, [Mr. 

Rusx,|]—if he will allow me, for the sake of con- 
venience, to refer to him again, as I always do 
with kindness—I strongly suspect, sir, that he and 
certain other members of this body are in quite a 
peantee predicament in relation to this business. 

think that they have deliberately and repeatedly 
voted for appropriations of this very kind, some of 
them involving enormous sums of money; yet 
they think proper at this time to manifest extra- 
ordinary opposition to this proposal to incur a com- 
paratively small expense, in procuring the printing 
of Mr. Palmer’s book, for the use of the Senate, as 
the resolution expresses it. Indeed, sir, I really 
| have been almost inclined, when I recol 





lect that 
the Senator from Texas was the warm advocate a 


| short time since of the printing of certain maps 

| here, and has voted for various other propositions 
this sort, unnecessary now to be specified, to 

| ply to him, and those at present so zealousl 

) ting with him, the language of Hudibras, 


But, sir, I should be wholly unworthy of the po- || 
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“ Compound for sins they were incli 
Ry daninina deen thiup hed oa Grind co? 
ene : (Laughter,} 

The printing of certain books and maps a sh, 
time since was a very worthy and meritorion 
thing, and in every way to be advocated, uy, 
commended, and recommended before the pte 
generation and ail posterity; but when Another 
proposition of the same kind, and, according i, 
my judgment, of not less merit by any means is 
presented to us fay consideration, these same — 
tlemen manifest the most holy indignation, ;,, 
mogt zealous and inflexible opposition, and then 
of them signalize themselves by indulging in jap. 
guage of coarse ridicule and denunciation, | 4, 
not say this of my friend from Texas, who, ;, 
confess the truth, is always liberal, kind, , 
courteous. 

Mr. RUSK. I ask the Senator to refer to a gin, 
gle case of this kind that | have been the aiyo. 
cate of ? 

Mr. FOOTE. I did not intend to particulari,, 
anybody, much less to wound the feelings of any 
particular individual; but, being thus called upoy 
I will respond with becoming frankness. ‘{),; 
honorable Senator voted for various appropriations 
of this kind, a list of which [ have in my hand 
for some of which | confess that I also voted, in 
conformity with the examples of other Senators— 
seniores Senatores—and in conformity also with ihe 
established usage of the Senate. 1 voted with the 
Senator from Texas, 1 think, for the printing, 
lithographing, binding, and so forth, of a boox 
with which is favorably connécted the name of , 
gentleman distinguished for scientific attainments, 
for public spirit, and for patriotism, and who, | 
trust, will shortly be, as 1 cannot doubt he wili 
prove, a distinguished ornament of this body. | 
refer now, of course, to Col. Frémont. I hold in 
my hand a statement from our own Secretary, fur. 
nished at my request, showing that the sum of 
$30,835 91 was at different times expended upon 
that book and the maps accompanying it; aii of 
which was done by the Senate under very distin. 
guished auspices indeed. I shall not go further 
intagparticulars at present, but 1 ask my honorable 
friend, did he not vote for that large appropria- 
tion? 

Mr. RUSK, (in his seat.) 
a very different thing. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 thought that I could not bein 
error on this point. And now, since my honor- 
able friend from Texas seems to have clearly com- 
mitted himself heretofore, on mpre than one 
occasion, by voting appropriations of the kind 
present asked, he will allow me to say that | 
strongly suspect that his strenuous opposition to 
this book of Mr. Pa!mer’s arises chiefly from ihe 
fact that he has never had an opportunity of ex- 
amining it carefully and of ascertaining its intrinsic 
value. 


————__— 


» and 


}-did; but that was, 


pages of a work 89 valuable without feeling some 
thing of sympathy and respect both for the author 
and this production of his genius. ; 

Sir, a very extraordinary and unsparing attack 
has been made this morning upon Mr. Greenhow 
and his book on Oregon. | shall not attempt Mr. 
Greenhow’s defence, though 1 should certainly do 
so did I consider him in the least danger from the 
assaults made upon him. In the controversy in 
which he was involved several years gince, | be- 
lieve that the American public almost unanimously 
regarded him as triumphant. It may be allowed 
me to say, though, that I know him well, and be- 
lieve him to be a man of sterling sense, of excellent 
attainments, and of | ioned probity. I am 
glad to know that he is now preparing for the press 
a valuable historical work, ions of which he 
has done me the honor of showing me; and | ven- 
ture to predict that when that ‘work shail see te 
light, Mr. Greenhow will be able to claim a re 
nown which none of his detractors of the preset! 
ar have been able to attain. 

Mr. Pr it is far from my intention to 1- 
titute-« regular comparison between Mr. Palmers 
and others, for the publication and disiribu- 

+ ange which we have heretofore provided; being 
mindful of the language of Dogberry, 

at ‘* comparisons apo. Nor ae I - 
iatetee as of those 
upon mont task of criticising any ” 


Sete ace 


[ have too much respect for his taste and. 
judgment to suppose that he could look into the © 
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if | had, I am sure that I ehould not regard 


aod Senate as a proper place for mere critical dis- | 


paren Besides, sir, [ am not sure that I | 
should not be somewhat induced to recoil from 


the perilous task of deciding upon the literary mer- 
f others, from an apprehension (oftentimes, 
43 | chance to know, most disastrously realized) 
that the punishment designed for them might 
ireturn to plague the inventor.”’ For not unfre- 
yently does it happen that he who sets himself | 
ao as the critic of other men’s performances finds | 
himself in the end stripped of all claim to the re- | 
gpect and sympathy of those whose esteem and 
giendship he 1s most solicitous to gain. Indeed, 
sir, 1 have never looked at the lines which [ am 
sbout to read without being forcibly impressed 
with the indiscretion of such as take upon 
themselves, without being called upon so to do, 
and without proper qualifications for the task, the 
jificult and delicate duty of critic:sing the produc- 





ita 0 


« Where’s the man, who counsel can bestow, 
Suill pleased to teach, and yet not proud to know ; 
Unbiased, or by favor or by spite ; 
Not dally prepossessed, nor blindly right ; 
Tho’ learned, well-bred: and though well-bred, sincere, 
Modestly bold, and humanly severe ; 
Who to a friend his faults can freely show, 
And gladly praise the merits of a foe? 
Piest with a taste exact, yet unconfined : 
A knowledge both of books and human kind ; 
Gen’rous converse; a soul exempt from pride ; 
And love to praise, with reason on his side ?”’ 
Let us never forget that the same author says: 
«Tis hard to say if greater want of skill 
Appear in writing, or in judging ill; 
But, of the two, less dangerous is the offence 
To tire our patience than mislead our sense. 
Some few in that, but numbers err in this, 
Ten censure wrong for one who writes amiss.’’ 
And again: 
«Tis not enough your counsels still be true, 
Blunt truths more mischiefs than nice falsehoods do; 
Men must be taught as if you tanght them not, 
And things unknown proposed as things forgot. 
Without good breeding truth is disapproved, 
That only makes superior sense beloved.’’ 
Mr. President, I beg the Senate to recollect that 
the scene now in progress has been several days 
readvertised to the public as the ‘ Battle othe 
Books.” Now, it somehow or other so happens 
that the inimitable satire of Dean Swift, which is 
known under this title, contains several things 
well worthy of attention on the present occasion. 
] feel specially called upon to read a few extracts 
from it, in consequence of the cruel castigation which 
my excellent friend Mr. Palmer has so undeserved- 
ly received, aswell as by reason of the introduction 
ofa figure of speech here which is one of the most 
striking that oceur in the ** Battle of the Books.”’ 
lallude, ofcourse, to the figure of the spider fabri- 
cating his ~~ ) 
You recollect the introduction of that figure, Mr. 
President, I am sure, and you remember that poor 
Mr. Palmer was sadly denounced and ridiculed 
because he had not, in the preparation of this book 
of his, spidered himself into intestinal renown. 
] rejoice to Know that Dean Swift did not admire 
the character of the spider near so much as that of 
the bee, as will presently appear; and before read- 
ing the extract to which I am about to invite at- 
tention, | beg leave to say that I trust all which is 
said by the Dean about the bee and his in- 
dustrial habits, may be applied to Mr. Palmer and 
his book, whilst I cheerfully leave all that is said 
in description of the spider to whomsoever shall 
choose to appropriate the same to himself. To 
begin; you recollect, sir, that this ‘* Battle of the 
Books” was a contest between ancient and modern 
authors, imagined to have occurred within the — 
cincts of the Royal Library, in London. The 
battle is about commencing: 
) when a ma- 
eorner of a 


“Things were at this crisis (says the 
terial accident fell out, For, upon the hi 
large window, there dwelt a certain spider, swollen up to 
the first magnitude by the destruction of infinite numbers of 
flies, whose spoils lay scattered before the gates of his =. 
ace, like human bones before the cave of some giant. 
avenues to his castle were guarded with turnpikes and 
sadoes, all after the modern way of fortification. After you 
had several courts, you came to the centre, 
you might behold the constable himself in his own lodgings, 
whieh had windows fronting to each avenue, and ports to 
sally out, upon all occasions of prey or defence. In this 
mansion he had for some time dwelt in peace and plenty, 
without — by swallows from above, or 

below ; 


a 


palace from his own intestines. | 





tions of others. For, sir, | 


| 
: 





| 
} 


to the very foundation. Thrice he endeavored to force his | 


, and thrice the centre shook. 

ling the terrible convulsion, supposed at first that nature 
was ~ gore ope final dissolution : or else, that Beel- 
zebub, with all legions, was come to revenge the death 
of many thousands of his subjects, whom his enemy had 
slain and devoured. However, he at length valiantly re- 
solved to issne forth, and meet his fate. Meanwhile the 
bee had acquitted himself of bis toils, and, posted securely 
at some distance, was employed in cleansing his wings, 
and disenguging them from the ragged remnants of the cob- 
web. By this time the spider was adventured out, when, 


fortress, he was very near at his wit’s end; he stormed and 


Atlength, casting his eye upon the bee, and wisely gather- 
ing causes from events, (for they knew each other by sight,) 
A plague split you, said he, for a giddy son of a ; 
is it you, with a vengeance, that have made this litter bere ? 
Could not you look before you, and be d—n’d? Do you 
think I have nothing else to do 

mend and repair after your... .? 


to dréil.) Ili give you my hand and word to come 


near your kennel no more; I was never in such a confound. | 


ed pickle since I was born.. Sirrah, replied the epider, if it 
were not for breaking an old custom in our family, never to 
stir abroad against an enemy, I should come and teach you 
better manners. | pray have patience, said the bee, or you'll 
spend your substance, and, for aught I see, you may stand 
in need of it all, toward the repair of your house. Rogue, 
rogue, replied the spider; vet, methinks you should have 


so much your better. By my troth, said the bee, the com- 
parison will amount to avery good jest; and you will do 
me a favor to let me know the reasons that all the world is 
pleased to use in so hopeful a dispute. At this the epider, 
having swelled himself into the size and posture of a dispu- 
tant, began his argument in the true spirit of controversy, 
with resolution to be heartily scurrilous and angry, to urge 
on his own reasons, without the least regard to the answers 
or objections of his opposite; and fully predetermined in 
his mind against all conviction. 

‘Not to disparage myself,said he, hy the comparison 
with such a rascal, what art thou but a vagabond without 
house or home, without stock or inheritance? born to no 

ion of your own, but a pair of wings and a drone-pipe. 
Your livelihood is a universal plunder upon nature; a free- 
booter over fields and gardens; and, for the sake of steal- 
ing, will rob a nettle as easily asa violet. Whereas I am a 
domestic animal, furnished with a native stock within my- 
self. This large castle (to show my improvements in the 
mathematics) is all bifilt with my own hands, and the ma- 
terials extracted altogether out of my own person. 

“T am glad, answered the bee, to hear you grant, at least, 
that I am come honestly by my wings and my voice; for 
then, it seems, I am obliged to Heaven atone for my flights 
and my music; and Providence would never have bestowed 
on me two such gifts, without designing them for the noblest 
ends. I visit indeed all the flowers and blossoms of the 
field and garden; but whatever I collect thence enriches 
myself, without the least injury to their beauty, their smell, 
‘or their taste. Now, for you and your skill in architecture, 


: more respect to a person whom all the world allows to be 
| 


and other mathematics, I have little to say: in that building | 


of yours there might, for ought I know, have been labor and 
method enongh; but, by woeful experience for us both, it is 
p'ain, the materials are naught; and I hope you will hence- 
forward take warning, and consider duration and matter, as 
well as method and art. You boast indeed of being obliged 
to no other creature, but of drawing and apinning out all 
from yourself; that is to say, if we may judge of the liquor 
in the veggel by what issues out, you possess a good plenti- 
ful store of dirt and poison in your breast; and though I 
wonld by no means lessen or disparage your genuine stock 
of either, yet I doubt you are somewhat obliged, for an in- 
crease of both, to a little foreign assistance. Your inherent 
| portion of dirt does not fail of acquisitions, by sweepings 


exhaled from below; and one insect furnishes you with a | 


share of poison to destroy another. So that, in short, the 
question comes all to-this: whether is the nobler being of 
the two, that which, by a lazy contemplation of four inches 
round, hy an overweening pride, feeding and engendering 
on itself, turns alt into . and venom, 
producing nothing at all, but flyhane and a cobweb; or that 
which, by a universal range, with long search, much study, 


eee ete ee eee ee eee 


true judgment, and distinction of things, brings home honey || pelago, Arabia, &c. 


and wax.’’ , 
A truer description than this of Mr. Palmer | 


universal range” over the whole terraqueous globe, 
by ‘* long search, much study, true judgment, and 
distinction of things,” that he has fitted himself for 
the preparation of the book which he has now 
brought to us for entertainment and instruction, 
and for the entertainment and instrucion of his 
countrymen and the world. I think he has no 
right to complain of being accused of possessin 
ae of the moral properties attributable to the 

ider. 

I hope, Mr. President, to be excused by the 
Senate for bringing forward one other quotation 
from the * Battle of the Books” upon this occa- 


(in the devil’s name) but to | 
Good words, friend, 
said the bee, (having now pruned himself, and being dis- || 
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The spider within, || mo. fee reading in their hearing in continuation, 


All things violently tending to a decisive battle, Fame, 
who much frequented and had a large apartment tormerty 


|| assigned her in the regal library, fled up straight to Jupiter, 


| to whom she delivered a faithful account of all that bh 


| passed between the two 
| she always tells truth, 
| conacit in the milky-way. 


rties below ; for, among the cods, 
ove, in great concern, convobes a 
The senate assembled, de- 


| clares the oceasion of convening them ; a bloody battle just 
| impendent between two mighty armies of ancient and mod- 
beholding the chasms, the ruins, and dilapidations of his || 


| 


i] 
| 
i} 
' 


i 


| 
1 


| commanded the hook of fate to be laid before him. 
| diately were bronght by Mercury three large volumes in 


i 
} 





‘ 
| 
' 
| 
| 
; 





| livered his mes 


ern creatures called books, wherein the celestial interest 


| was but too deeply concerned. Momus, the patron of the 
swore like a madiman, and swelled till he was ready to burst || 


moderns, made an excellent speech in their favor, which 
was answered by Pallas, the protectress of the ancients. 
The assembly was divided in their affections, when Jupiter 
lmwe- 


folio, containing memoirs of all ages Bee present, aud to 
come. The clasps were of silver, double gilt; the covers of 
celestial turkey leather; gnd the paper such as here on 
earth might pass almost for vellum. Jupiter, having silently 
read the decree, would communicate the import to none, 
but presently Shut up the book. 

* Without the doors of this assembly, there attended a vast 
number of light, nimbie gods, menial servants to Jupiter; 
these are his ministering instruments in all affairs below, 
They travel in a caravan, more or less together, and are fas- 
tened to each other, like a link of galley-slaves, by a light 


| chain, which passes from them to Jupiter’s great toe: and 
| 


| they whisper to each other, through a luge hollow trunk. 


yet, in receiving or delivering a message, they may never 
approach above the lowest step of his throne, where he and 


These deities are called by mortal wen accidents or events ; 
but the gods call them second causes. Jupiter having de- 
toacertain number of these divinities, 
they flew immediately down to the pinnacle of the regal 
library, and, consulting a few minutes, entered unbeen, and 
disposed the parties according to their orders. 

“« Meanwhile, Momua, fearing the worst, and calling to 


| mind an ancient prophecy, which bore no very guod face to 


} 





his children, the moderns, bent his flight to the region of a 


|| malignant deity, ealled Criticism. She dwelton the toy of a 


snowy mountain in Nova Zembla ; there Momus found her 
extended in herden, upon the spoils of numberleas volumes, 
half devoured. At ber right hand sat Ignorance, ber tather 
and husband, blind with age ; at her left, Pride, her mother, 


| dressing her up in the scraps of paper herself had torn, 


There was Opinion, her sister, light of foot, hoodwinked, 
and head-strong, yet giddy, and perpetually turning. About 
her played her children, Noise and Impudence, Duihicas 
and Vanity, Positiveness, Pedantry, and Ili-manners. ‘he 
goddess herself had claws like @ cat; her head, and ears, 
and voice resembied those of an ass; her teeth failen out 


| before, her eyes turned inward, as if she looked only upon 


herself; her diet was the overflowing of her own gall ; her 
spleen was 80 large as to stand prominent, like a dog of the 
first rate; nor wanted excrescences in form of teats, at 
which a crew of ugly monsters were greedily.sucking ; and, 
what is wonderful to conceive, the buik of spleen increased 
faster than the sucking could diminish.”’ 


So much for Criticism and Mr. Palmer. And 
now let us for a moment examine the book, con- 
cerning the meri's of which this dispute has arisen. 

Mr. Palmer’s work on ‘* Thé Unknown Coun- 
tries of the East,” for the completion and printing 
of which, under the auspices of our Government, 
an appropriation of $10,000 was recommended by 
Mr. Walker, late Secretary of the Treasury, w<uid 
make a large octavo volume of about 1,000 pages, 
which it was proposed to publish at a subscription 
price of $5 per volume. 

The present work, relating to “‘ The Independ- 
ent Maritime Countries of the East, their pro- 
ductive resources and capabilities for a profitable 
American commerce,”’ is in part extracted frem 
the former work, with many important additions, 
more especially in relation to the Empire of Japan, 
with its colonial dependencies, the indiat Archi- 
It was prepared by direction 


ll of the late Secretary of State, by whom Mr. 
1 113 © || Palmer was employed for several weeks in exam- 
could not well imagine. Itis, in truth, by “a || ining the diplomatic and consular correspondence 


s | 


| 


| 


sion, when it seems we will be compelled, whether | 


we wish it or not, either to 


to dogmatica! 
criticism or resent it. What 


Dean 


Swift says of 


_the Goddess of Criticism seems to me so germane 
to the question under consideration, and is so well 


calculated to put us on our guard 


against the 
aspersions which have been poured forth 


7 span Oe See ee atom ond ami- 
able gentleman w Lam endeavoring to defend, 
that | am sure Senators will pardon 








on file in the Department of State, relating to 
China and the East, in order to assist the Secre- 
tary in making his report to the Senate. For 
these services Mr. Palmer has never asked or re- 
ceived any remuneration. He has expended sev- 
eral hundred-dollars in printing extra copies of 
his various memorials on the subject of extend- 
ing our relations with the East, which have been 
| printed either by order of Congress or the Depart- 
ment of State. 

I understand that Dr. Barabino, surgeon of the 
United States squadron in the Pacific, has recently 


Congres, have been of great utility to our wha- 
lera in the Northern Pacific, by enabling them to 
extend the sphere of their operations in the Japan 
seas and Arctic ocean during the past season, and 
where they have been remarkably successful. 
Those Memoirs have been translated and pub- 
lished in the French, German, Danish and Russian 
languages, and noticed with high commendation 
by several of the most distinzuished savans in Eu- 
rope. His frst Memoir, addressed to Mr. Inger- 


2 that Mr. Palmer’s Memoirs, published by 
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gol, chairman of the Committee on Foreign A ffairs, 
House of Representatives, 27th March, 1846, was 
translated and read before the Geographical So- 
ciety of Paris, in July, the same year, by M. 
Jomard, ite diatingnished President. It also ap- 
pears in a new phical work of M. Monte- 
mont, member of the society, published at Paris 
in 1847. The new and reliable information given 
by Mr. Palmer, in that memoir, respecting Japan, 
induced the writers to presume that he must 
have been sent by the Government of the United 
States to the East on a special diplomatic mis- 
sion, in 1845. And here, sir, are. the volumes 
which contain ample testimony of the high esti- 
mate in which Mr. Palmer’s labors are ‘held 
abrced. I will first invite attention to the follow- 
ing extract from the Nautical Magazine, published 
in London: 

® The following interesting document, extracted from the 
Washington Daily Intelligencer, will give English readers an 
idea of transatlantic notions on the subject of American 
commerce in the East. The author of the paper is A. H. 
Palmez, Counselior of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, avd te communication is addressed to the Hon. J. 
M. Clayton, Secretary of State to the Union.” 








Then follows the letter of Mr. Palmer to the | 


Secretary of State. 
The next testimony which I shall lay before the 
Senate will be an extract from a French work, 


entitled ** Voyages Nouveaux, par mer et par |) consideration, and 





| 


| 


| 





Now, sir, I am sure it will appear most evident 
to all unprejudiced minds, that so far from Mr. 
Palmer being justly subject to all the denunciation 
and ridicule with which he has been visited, he is 
a man of extraordinary merit, and well entitled to 
our most respectful consideration and sympathy. 
Sir, | know him well; he has been my fellow- 
boarder for more than six months past, and it is 
only doing him justice to say that I consider him 
a modest, unpretending, and cultivated gentleman— 
of the most amiable temper, and of the most ele- 
vated patriotism. [certainly am not by any means 
satisfied that this practice of publishing books un- 
der the authority of the Senate ought ever to have 

| been introduced. It is still more clear to my mind 
| that great abuses have taken place at different pe- 
| riods in connection with this practice. For one, 
| | am willing that this practice should be hereafter 
dispensed with. Malus usus abolendus est. But 
I am opposed tomaking Mr. Palmer the scape-goat 
to carry off all our former sins of this class into the 

| wilderness. Let vs pass this resolution, and, if 
| you please, let it be the last of our offences in this 
line. It is my special wish that Mr. Palmer’s 
| claim upon our liberality may not be rejected, after 
| the extraordinary assailment which has been prac- 
_tised upon him on the present occasion. The 
| whole matter, oo is with the Senate for its 
will cheerfully acquiesce in 


terre, effectues ou publies de 1837 a 1847, dans || whatsoever action may be finally resolved upon. 


les diversea pestiee du monde,” &c. The author 


writes as follows: 

“Venons maintenant au voyage méme de l’Américain 
Palmer. 

“ Oe voyage, effectué en 1445 et publié en 1846, vient de 
precurer, entre autres résultats, des notions pi écieuses sur 
he Japon, notions @autaut plus dignes d’atiention qu’elles 
paraissent annoneer une Gre nouvelle et ouverture de rela- 
tions suivies entre l'Europe et cette contrée, la plus reculée 
de |’Asie orientale. M. Palmer a commencé par consulter 
les journeux et Jes rapporis des résidents hollandais & Nan- 
pasaki, seul port japonais qui leur soit ouvert, et dans le- 
quel admiral francais Cécile a mouillé en 1846, 4 Vextréme 


étonnement des naturels, qui voyaient pour la premiére || 


fois notre pavilion flotter sur de si grandes machines de 
guerre; puis ila recueilli par lui-méme, étant en Chiné, 
sur Vintelligence, le rafiinement d’esprit et ia civilisation 
des Jnaponais, des particularités et des faits nouveaux qui 
prouvest la supériorité de ce peuple remarquable sur toutes 
lee nations asiatiques qui l’environment.’? 

Then follows a long extract from Mr. Palmer’s 
first pamphlet. ; 

The volume which I now hold in my hand is 
entitled “ Butuetin pe LA Societe pe Geocra- 
ruiz,” published in Paris in 1846. It wi!! be 
found at the 103d 
geographer M. 
strong commendation of Mr. Palmer and his re- 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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searches, and introduces an extended extract from | 


his pamphivt in the following complimentary lan- 
guage: 


| 
| 


Mr. PEARCE. I do not propose to engage in 
| this ‘Battle of the Books,’’ but [ think it necessary 
| to correct a misapprehension into which the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi has fallen. I think the work 
in question was never before the Library Com- 
| mittee. Some two or three years ago, Mr. Palmer 

presented to the Senate a memorial, which was 
made up, for the most part, of extracts from what 
he called his forthcoming work. Upon the pre- 
sentation of that memorial to the Senate, it was 
| ordered to be printed and referred to the Library 
Committee. The Library Committee, of course, 
had nothing to do with the printing of it, and it 
was done by order of the Senate, not upon their 
recommendation. Whilt the memorial was before 
that committee, and they were in doubt what to 
do with it, Mr. Palmer suggested that there were 
some alterations and amendments which he desired 
| to make. The committee supposed it was not the 
| proper time to make them after the manuscripts 
| had been ordered to be printed by the Senate, 


j 





of the work that the great |, without authority of the Senate, and I think it was 
. Jomard speaks in terms of || 9” that occasion that the Senator from Mississippi 


\\ 


[Mr. Davis] submitted a resolution giving the 
necessary authority for printing those amend- 
ments, which, if | recollect aright, were mainly in 
the map or chart accompanying the memorial. It 


« Aujourd’hui, je me propose de l’entretenir de I’état pré- '| passed, and was reconsidered on the motion of the 


sent du pays, @aprés un témoignage récent et = de foi, 
celui d’un voyageur américain, homme éclairé et bon obaer- 
vateur, Oo y verra la confirmation des faits curieux que 
je viens de rappelier.’’ 

I shall next read an extract froma volume en- 
titled ** Simmond’s Colonial Magazine and For- 
eign Misceliany, edited by P. L. Simmonds, Esgq., 
Fellow of the Statistical Society of London, Hon- 
orary and Corresponding Member of the Statisti- 
cal and Geographical Societies of Paris; the Geo- 
goes Society of Bombay; the Literary and 

listorical Societies of Quebec and New York; the 
Literary Association of Barbadoes; the Polytech- 
nic Association of Antigua; the Royal Agricultural 
and Commercial Societies of Montreal, Jamaica, 
Berbadoes, Demerara, Ceylon, etc.” 

At page 231 the following notice of Mr. Palmer 
occurs; 

*“ Memoir, geograpieal, political, and commercial, on the 
present etate, prodactive resources, and capabilities for 
commerce of Siberia, Manchuria, and the Asiatic Islands 
of the North Pacific Ocean; and on the importance of 
opening commercial intercourse with these countries, &c. 
By Aaron H. Palmer, New York. 

« This is a valuable gressional document, with which 
we bave been favored by the author, and which may be 
considered as aa avent courier of an important work ‘ On 
the unknewn countries of the East,’ on which Mr. Palmer 
has been for some time . The volume now before 
us displays great research, affords much new and inter- 
esting information relating to countries with which seereely 
any intercourse has yet been opened up. We have taken 
one of the articles in our present number from its pages. 
There are two excellent sketch maps, one illustrative of 
Northeastern Asia and the Asiatic Islands of the North Pa- 
cifie Ocean, and another of the Isthmnes of Nicaragua, 
through which Mr. Palmer recommends a junction of the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by a canal, the length of com- 
munication between the two seas being two hundred and 
seventy-six miles, of only about eighty-iwo miles 
would require te be worked.”’ 


| 


| 
| 
| 


lie 


| Senator from Missouri, and the question was again 
| referred to the Library Committee, upon whose 
recommendation Mr. Palmer was authorized to 
| amend his memorial, Some time afterwards a 
| Senator from New York, not now a member of 
| the body, [Mr. Drx,} proposed to the Senate to 
| print two thousand copies of this memorial, to 
| which the Senate agreed, and afterwards, on mo- 

tion of the Senator from New Jersey,two hundred 

and fifty copies were given to Mr. Palmer. I be- 
lieve that to be all the connection the Library Com- 
mittee had with the work. Mr. Palmer did pro- 
pose, some time afterwards, to present to Congress 
the whole work, and have itreferred to the Li- 
brary Committee; but we felt very well inclined 
to et rid of that sort of business, of which we 
had too much, and we suggested to him that it 


more properly belonged to the Committee on For- 
| eign Affairs, or Commerce. And thus ended the 
connection of the Library Committee, as I believe, 
with the matter. 

Before concluding, I must say, although relue- 
tant to do so, that I must vote against the publica- 
tion of the work. It seems to me that there is a 
great disposition throughout the country to depend 
too much upon the Government, when men should 

rely upon themselves, and upon that individual 
energy and enterprise for which Government pat- 
ronage can never properly be a substitute. This 
is not confined to any class. We see it in the 
general avidity with which men seek for employ- 
ment under Government, turning from the pursuits 
| of private iudustry, as if they were disgusting or 
unprofitable and inadequate, and honor and emol- 
ument were to be found nowhgre save in the pub- 
service. The patronage of the Government is 
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now so often sought in the publication i 
that, if the practice be not checked, Conse?" 
likely to be converted into a great publishine .” 
tablishment, that authors and editors may = 
the tote paren i vo 
© not object to the printing by orde 
gress of any public dlocigmntnn, of day ripen ee 
to Congress or the Executive, by any Officer 
agent employed for the purpose; whether jp the 
exploration of out own territory, or the procyn 
ment of information important to legistation, By 
when a work, which, however valuable, has ted 
written or compiled without such authority ie 
especially if it does not bear direetly upon the si. 
ject of our legislative duties, is submitted to us 
seems to me clear that Congress should nei 
sublish nor buy, except a few copies for ; 


iit 
her 
heir 
rary. 

I think it has become necessary for us—no} 1, 
go into particulars—to cheek this thing, and | 4 
not know any better time than the present to com. 
mence. I feel compelled, therefore, to vote agains, 
this application, without, however, meaning to 
disparage Mr. Palmer’s personal character, 6, ;, 
undervalue his manuscript. _ 

Mr. BENTON. The name of Mr. Frémon, 
has been brought into this debate with a knowledos 
that he is my connection, Certainly persons hay. 
a right to. use his name in debate if they please 
provided they conform to what is true. But M; 
Frémont’s name is brought into this debate for the 
purpose of justifying the purchase of books from 
Mr. Palmer. I have no objection at all to any es. 
timate which may be put on Mr. Frémont, be ita; 
low as it may, or any estimate of Mr. Palmer, be 
itas highasit may. But I have to deny that there 
is any parallel between the two cases. J have to 
state, as a historical truth, that Mr. Frémont was 
a lieutenant of the topographical engineers, and 
under orders, written orders, proceeded to the 
West and made certain explorations and examina- 
tions. Upon his return he conformed with the 
rules of the service, and made a written report to 
the department to which he was attached. He 
did that, and that is all he had to do with those 

With what Congress did afterwards he 
had nothing to do, for he went off immediately, 
under fresh orders, to make fresh co rages 
So careful was he to keep his name from being 
connected with the business, that you may search 
the different resolutions which were passed by 
Congress on the subject, and there will not be 
found one of them in which one single copy of his 
own reports was ever given to himself. No, sir, 
not one was ever given to him. And every copy 
of his own works that he ever received was a git 
from friends to him—the gift of myself, and a gift 
from the Secretary of the Senate, who received his 
proportion, and, knowing that Mr. Frémont had 
none, gave him his own. Congress never bought 
from Mr. Frémont, and“never paid the millionth 
part of a farthing for anything which he did, nor 
did he ever ask it; nor did he ever tread the pur- 
lieus of the Capitol to get a member of Congress 
to do anything of the kind, and he would have 
considered himself disgraced and insulted if any 
member of Congress had proposed to pay him for 
He never pursued a member of Con- 
‘gress to his house, or his boarding-house; he was 
never seen, and would have scorned to have been 
seen, hanging about the Capitol for such a pur- 
pose. Nor, sir, did he ever take out a copy-right 
for anything he did under the auspices of the Gov- 
ernment. hen he was working under the orders 
of the Government he considered the products of 
his labor to be to the Government. He car- 
ried in those products to the office to which he 
belonged, where he was bound to make his repor's; 
and after that he had nothing further to do with 
them. Now, sir, is he to be quoted as an example 
for purchasing these books from Mr. Palmer, or 
from those who haunt the purtieus of the Capitol, 
eae — to their boarding-houses . 
to the ha legislation, besieging them to buy 
their books—thousands of copia OF them, and 0 
pay thousands of dollars for them? Is it right 
that he should be presented in that manner here? 
Sir, it ny See of historical truth upon the 
records of the Government, to preseat Mr. Fié 
mont here in any such, manner—utterly a falsifica- 
tion of aha cade - him in an _— ye 
ner—and he shall not be so presented, when | a 
present in this Chamber, without the falsification 
receiving the burning brand which is due to it. 




















































































“vr, FOOTE. ff, sit, Thad been guilty of that 
ith which I have been charged, I should be un- 
worthy of a seat on this floor. I spoke very 


courteously of Colonel Frémont, and, sir, 1 have 

done so. The allusion to him by me was 
merely incidental, as the Senator will recollect. I 
gasepenking in reference to the Senator from Tex- 
gs,and kindly charging him with some inconsist- 

-y in his own course, and by way of evidence, 
siated to him that be had voted for appropriations 
of various kinds. A certain map (Disturnel’s, I 
believe it — and the publication of Colonel 
premont’s work being the most prominent in- 
stances with which { was acquainted in which the 
honorable Senator from Texas had voted for the 
pablication of booksand maps. I cited them when 
called upon to mention a case in which my friend 
fwm Texas had thus voted. I stated in addition 
that | thought my friend had inso voting acted with 
his usual judgment, yet, that the simple fact was, 
that he stood committed to the principle involved 
in the resolution under consideration. I spoke, as 
the whole Senate will bear witness, in no offensive 
gpirit, nor did I institute the least comparison be- 
tween Colonel Frémont and Mr. Palmer. And 
yet, sit, thoughtsuch has been my conduct, lan- 
ouage of a highly disrespectful character has been 
ysed in response to me; language to which, for cer- 
tain obvious reasons, | shall not think of replying, 
and which I could not further notice without an 
entire want of self-respect. 

While | am up, I will say, by way of illustra- 
tion of the course of certain gentlemen here, that 
this Senate has been called upon, and I doubt not 
there will be further applications of the same 
character, to appropriate $20,000 for experiments 
in electro-magnetism. I believe I voted for the 
first proposition, and I certainly favored the ap- 
propriation, because | thought it calculated to ad- 
vance the cause of science, and to facilitate the 
development of important principles which other- 
wise might perhaps remain undeveloped for an 
indefinite period. But I must say that I do not 
understand how honorable gentlemen, who urged 
upon our attention this $20,000 appropriation in 
furtherance of electro-magnetism, can feel them- 
selves justified in pressing so warmly the objec- 
tions which we have heard upon the present oc- 
casion expressed to the resolution under consid- 
eration. 

Mr. RUSK. I desire to say but a few words 
I much prefer voting to talking generally. 

Mr. BUTLER. If this subject is likely to be 
discussed much longer, 1 must move to have it 
postponed till to-morrow, im order that we may 
have an Executive session. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Texas 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 was about to suggest to him 
that there is an amount of Executive business 
that demands our attention, and that perhaps we 
had better postpone the further consideration of 
the subject, I move that it be postponed till to- 
morrow, i 

Mr. BRADBURY. I hope the Senate will dis- 

se of this question to-day. We have been a 
ong time fnseged here with more pressing mat- 
ters, and thus far we have been prevented from 
transacting our ordinary business by discussion. 

Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw the motion to 
postpone, for I ~ it will take more time to dis- 
cuss the question nement than to di 
of the resolution before the Senate. a 

Mr. RUSK. As I have been referred to in one 
or two instances by Senators, I wish simply to 
state that the documents for which I have hereto- 
fore voted were official’ documents, such as I 
thought were proper to be laid before the country. 
| do not recollect that 1 have voted for any. propo- 
sition to purchase a book of this kind. ith re- 
gard to the =P referred to, for the parchase of 
which I offered a resolution, [ will state that it 
was the one which was ap to the 
between the United States and Mexico. Itis 
ferred to as designating the boundaries in that 
‘reaty.. Everybody knows thata contest has been 
£olng on, in which the State of Texas has been a 
arty on one side, and that she has come in fora 
tberal share of abuse. official and private. She 
has been denounced officiallysin 
po ‘Congress as traitorous to the 


4 country—a 
si 


t uttefly and unconditionally false; rot a 
soe wey nce mn 
The mapiof Pr iiGetteal etcideten eh s- 





another branch of 








was denounced officially by individuals who are 


surrounded and guarded from any rebuke by their | 
station, I felt it to be my duty to my constituents | 


to call for the, publication of a few of these maps, 
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spect to the boundary in dispute; and when Texas of the topogfaphy of Humboldt’s map, with nearly 


all its errors in latitude and longitude still upon it. 
Those were my objections to the . 


; oe 
With reference to the particular book, I objected 
to its publication because I wished we might con- 


that the truth might go before the country, and || fine our publications to the original researches in 


that the people might see whether Texas was en- 
titled to be denounced as traitorous. That was 
the reason why I voted for the map, so that if 


charges were made against Texas, officially or 


otherwise, the truth might go before the commu- 
nity also, 
r. FOOTE. I voted for it. 

Mr. RUSK. There has been no vote taken 
upon it. But the proposition now before us does 
not compare with those for which I have voted. 
It is a new business entirely. It is one thing to 
vote for this work, and a very different thing to 
vote for official documents emanating from the 
proper departments. The proposition now before 
us asks Congress to patronize a work, to enable a 
private person to publish it. It is a proposition 
to buy three thousand copies of that book asa 


justification for him to commence its publication; 


and it is the second or third application for this 
patronage. I object to this because I am unwilling 
to make any invidious distinction. If we are to 
patronize valuable works, of which the English 
and French reviews speak highly, how many thou- 


| sands are there of such books? Why, sir, this is || 
the age of books, and the age of discovery. There || 





| 
| 


| 


are books on the subjects of phrenolegy, mesmer- 
ism, biology, and various others which are ex- 
citing the attention of the whole world, and of 
which the European reviews speak as highly as 
of Mr. Palmer’s work. If we commence patron- 
izing one we must patronize all. This is the very 
beginning of this class of applications. The first 
application on this subject, by this individual, was 


| made, I think, in 1846 or ’47. The application 


made in 1948 concludes in this way: 


« The expenses of a journey to Europe, and for procuring 
and engraving on steel a series of the requisite maps, charts, 
&c. for the work, will not probably exceed ten thousand dol- 
lars, for which a special appropriation and subscription by 
Congress for two thousand to three thousand copies of the 
work are respectfully solicited, Were the appropriation 
and subscription to be immediately made, it could be 
ready for delivery by the first of January, 1849, the copy- 
right to remain my property; the original maps, charts, hy- 
drographical surveys, &c., that may be procured by me in 
Europe, to be deposited by me in the library of Congress 
upon the completion of the work. 

* Ail which is respectfully subinitted by your excellency’s 
most obedient servant, AARON H. PALMER.” 


I do not pretend to pronounce upon the char- 
acter of the work. I have not read it. I do not 
know whether it is good or bad. My objection to 
the proposition contained in the resolution is not, 
therefore, on account of the character of the work 
atall. But if it be so valuable as to call forth the 
commendation of the reviewers both in this coun- 
try and in Europe, why will not the work publish 
itself? Why is Congress asked to make an ap- 


| 





i 
i 
| 
i 


| 


| 
| 
| 


American geography, or to those researches made 
under the authority of Congress. Anything which 
is likely to go beyond that limitation is likely to 
put us at sea without a chart of any kind for our 
guide. If the only limitation of publications is to 
be those works recommenied as valuable by some 
committee, the Treasury will be exhausted in ma 
king publications. Those are the reasons which 
heretofore I gave against publishing this book. 
The reasons, therefore, which caused my objection 
to the map and the book are not identical. 1 be- 
lieve the book to be really valuable, and I should 
like a copy of it as an individual; but [ believe we 
should not appropriate money to publish it. [ 
believe the map to be worthless for the proposed 
purpose, and that it would be discreditable to the 
Government to offer it as a contribution to geo- 
graphical knowledge. 1 do not want it as a Sena- 
tor nor as an individual; and for these reasons I 
object. 

Mr. RUSK. I wish to make a word of ex- 
planation with regard to the map. There were 
several errors with regard to latitude and longitude 


| only. 


| Texas published by 


i} 
i| 
i| 
| 
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propriation of six thousand dollars to pay for a || 


work commended by all the reviewers throughout 
the world? If it be so valuable, it can be pub- 
lished upon private subscriptions. I suppose the 
committee have examined the work, and are sat- 
isfied of its general value. I have not examined 
it, and if we are to go into the publication of val- 
uable new works, I desire, before I give my vote 


} 


| 


] 


\\ J 


| he will find that he is wrong. 


Mr. DAVIS. Those are great errors. 

Mr. RUSK. There was a map of Mexico and 
Mr. Disturne! in 1847. A 
copy of that map was appended to the treaty, and 


| made a part of it, and that showed the demarka- 


tion between Texas and Mexico. It was a part 
of the treaty, and as such was signed by the vom- 
missioners, and is now in the State Department as 
a part of the treaty. That edition of that map was 
exhausted with the exception of 4 very few copies, 
and when the discussion arose various individuals 
who felt an interest in, and wishéd to know some- 


| thing with regard to this controversy, inquired of 


me if they could procure the map; for, as they 
heard the debates and read the treaty, they 
needed the map as a guide in forming their opin- 
ions. fsaw Mr. Disturnel, and asked him if he 
had any. He said he had not, but that be had 
the plate ‘of the original map, and could make a 
reprint of exact copies of the original. The reso- 
lution which | introduced here required the maps 
to be exact copies of the original map appended to 


\| the treaty. ° 


Mr. DAVIS. I take a different view of this aub- 
ject from that taken by the Senator from Texas, 
and I think if he will consult his authorities again 
I recollect that 
when the proposition to purchase the map feil 
into my hands, as a sub-committee, I decided that 
we should not purchase the map, because the lati- 
tude and longitude were put down erroneously. 
The publisher altered his plate, and subsequently, 
when the Senator from Texas asked for thé map 
for the use of the Senate, the Secretary of the 
Senate had to publish it as corrected, and the 


|| map furnished was not the map attached to the 


treaty. I have seen the publisher of the map since 
this question was before the Senate, a few days 
ago, and he tells me he cannot supply the map 
unless he alters his plate. If you will give him 


for it, to know that it will be absolutely necessary || enough to pay for altering his plate, he wili do it; 


for the business of Congress. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. [ made some op- 
position to the publication of Disturnel’s map, to 
which the Senator from Texas has referred, and I 
did so for several reasons. In the first place, I 
knew the map was radically wrong; and, in the 
next place, 1 knew that if we passed the resolu- 
tion, we should not obtain the map that the Sen- 
ator from Texas desired; because, to correct sev- 
eral errors, the publisher had altered his plate be- 
fore publishing a new edition, and the new edition 
was the only one which the Secretary of the Senate 
could get. I knew, therefore, that his resolution 
could not be answered; but that we should get a 
different map, not that inc in the treaty, 
which, therefore, would not answer the Senator’s 
purpose in relation to the boundary of Texas. That 
was my objection. Beyond this, | was originally 
opposed to the purchase of this map when the prop- 
osition was first introduced to the Senate, because 
of the inaccuracies which the map contained, and 
because any one acquainted with the r 
the country could see, it was but a republication 


y of 


but he has not the platenow. He says | was en- 

tirely correct when I stated before that the map 

could not be furnished without such alteration. 
Mr. RUSK. I have bat « few words more to 


| Say in relation to Disturnel’s map, which [ think 


| 


has been inappropriately introduced into thig de- 
bate: Before l introduced the resolution, | con- 
sulted Mr. Disturnel, who said if a large number 


| were ordered, he could so alter his map as to pro- 


| duce an exact co 


of the map which is appended 
to the treaty. é resolution which is now on 
your table requires that the Secretary should pro- 
cure exact copies, and if adopted, none other than 
such could or would be procured under it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I should like to make 
some remarks upon this subject, but I am deterred 
by the consideration that the time of the Senate 
will be much more beneficially employed than in 
listening to anything I can say. _I will, therefore, 
refrain from king, if we can heve the question 
taken now. | ask for the yeas and nays on the 
question of the indefinite postponement of the res- 
olution. 
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The veas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 do not suppose it is strictly in 
order, but | appeal to Senators to allow the ques- 
tion to be taken on postponing the question till to- 
morrow, on account of the absence of the Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Mancum,] who offered 
the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Miesissippi make the motion to postpone until to- 
morrow ? 

Mr. FOOTE. Yes, sir;1 do soto give the Sen- 
OB North Caroline an opportunity to be 
heard. 

Mr. BUTLER moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject. 

Mr. BRADBURY entreated him to withdraw 
that motion that the question might be taken to- 


day. 

Mr. BUTLER withdrew his motion. 

Mr. BENTON moved the indefinite postpone 
ment of the subject. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had desired to say 
something upon this subject, bat if the vote could 


be taken he would abstain, and content himself || 


simply. with calling for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. . 


Mr. FOOTE moved to postpone the further con- || 


sideration of the subject until to-morrow. 

The motion was not agreed to, the vote, on a 
division, being 18 to 18. : 

‘The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone indefinitely, and it was agreed to, as fo!- 
lows: 

YEBAS—Messra. Atchison, Barnwell, Benton, Bradbury, 
Brigit, Butler, Chase, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Lowa, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Downs, Feich, Houston, Hunter, Jones, Mason, 
Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Sinith, Spruance, Turney, Under- 
wood, Walker, and Yulee—28. 

NAVS—Messra. Badger, Berrien, Clarke, Cooper, Day- 
ton, Foote, Green, Hamlin, Morton, Phelps, Soulé, Stur- 
geon, and Wixthrop—13. 

EXPENDITURES FOR BOOKS, ETC. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I move to take up the res- 
olution which I submitted on the 21st instant, and 
have it disposed of, as it is calculated to throw 
some light on the book business. 

The motion having been agreed to, te resolu- 
tion was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be required 
to ascertain and report to the Senate the amount of money 
drawn from the contingent fund of the Senate for the pur- 


chase of books and maps by order of the Senate since the 
let of December, 1844.’ 


Mr. BENTON suggested that, if the intention 
were to obtain correct information, it had better 
g> back to the year 1832, which he thought would 
cover all the ground, : 

Mr. A''CHISON had no objection to the mod- 
ification, his object being to obtain as much infor- 
mation as possible touching the subject, and he 
would include the sums paid out of the Treasury 
as well as contingent fund. ; 

Mr. BRIGHT thought the resolution should be 
so amended as to distinguish between the amounts 
pels out of the contingent fund and out of the 

reasury. : 

Mr. ATCHISON expressed his willingness to 
adopt this modification also; and the resolution 
was adopted in the following form: 

« Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate aacertain 
and report to the Senate the amount paid out of the contin- 
gent fund of the Senate, or otherwise, since the lst of May, 
i832, for documenta, books, and maps, (designating the 
zame,) printed or purchased for distribution, including such 
documents as the extra numbers ordered indicate to have 
been intended for distribution ; distinguishing between the 


amount paid out of the contingent fand and the amount paid 
otherwise.”” 


= ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. YULEE moved that the Senate take up for 
consideration the resolution submitted by him in 
relation to fixing the time for the adjournment of 
Congress. He thought that if it were taken up 
aod opinions interchanged, they might come to 
some understanding as to the day. 

‘The question was then taken upon proceeding 
to ~~ rage sg of the ase sae it was 
decided in the negative, there appearing onl 
twelve votes in the affirmative. oe 

PRIVATE BILL. 


On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration, as in Committee of 
the Whole, of the House bill No. 81, being the 
tall for the relief of Cansfield Averill, and no 


amendment being proposed, it was reported to the 





Senate, ordered to a third reading, and was subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. 
THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 
| Conference, on the disagreeing votes of the two 
| Houses on the census bill, made the following re- 
port: 


“The conferees appointed on the disagreement hetween 

the two Houses on the amendments made by the House of 
Representatives to the bill entitled ‘An act supplementary 
to an act entitled an act providing for the taking of the sev- 
| enth and subsequent censuses of the United States, and to 
fix the number of members of the House of the Representa- 
tives, and to provide for their futnre apportionment among 
the several States,’ have agreed upon the following report, 
and recommend its adoption to their respective houses: 

“1st. That the amendment of the House to the second 
section of the bill be agreed to, with the following amend- 
ment tothe same section: Strike out the word ‘left,’ in 
the fonrth line, and insert in lieu thereof the words ‘ re- 
moved from.’ ”? e 

«9d. That the third section of the bill be amended by 
striking out the fifth, sixth, and seventh lines thereof, as pro- 
posed by the House, and by inserting in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing: ‘ Eight cents for each page of the two copies of the 
original census returns required to be forwarded by the 
eleventh section of the act to which this is a supplement.’ 

‘3d. That the additional section proposed as an amend- 
ment by the House be agreed to, with the following amend- 
| ment added: ‘ Provided, ‘That the said Secretary may extend 
the time for completing the census in California, Oregon, 
Utah, and New Mexico to such time as in his discretion 





| may he deemed advisable.’ ” 


On the motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD the re- 
| port was concurred in. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

|| A message was received from the President of 
|| the United States, transmitting a communication 
} from the colonel of the corps of topographical en- 
\ gineers, with accompanying papers, which he re- 
| quests may be taken asa supplement to the report 
| and man of Lieutenant J. D. Webster, of a survey 





of the Gulf coast at the mouth of the Rio Grande 
and its vicinity. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 
ordered that it be printed with the report hereto- 
fore received on the same subject, and with the 
like number of additional copies. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 3lst ultimo, transmitting a 
statement of the commerce of Brazos Santiago; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 

Mr. HAMLIN desired to state to the Senate 
that to-morrow, at one o’clock, he would move to 
proceed to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness, of which there was now a great accumula- 
tion. 

Mr. BADGER approved of the course sug- 
gested; and, that Senators might then be prepared 
to come to the examination of the immense amount 
of Executive business before them in a happy state 
of mind, he moved that the Senate do now ad- 
journ. 
J 


| The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 
| journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Torspay, August 27, 1850. ’ 
em Clerk commenced the reading of the Jour- 
nal— 

Mr. BURT interposed, and said that it was a 
very voluminous Journal, and not a very im- 
portant one. He moved that the reading be dis- 
pensed with. He believed it would take some 
forty minutes. 


The SPEAKER. If no objection is made, the 
Chair wiii put the motion, 

No objection being made, the motion was put 
and agreed to. ; 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

_ The SPEAKER announced as the first business 
in order, the motion made last evening by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayuy,] to reconsider 
the vote by which the House concurred in the 
following amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union to the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year ending 30th June, 
1851; viz: 

* Por outfit of chargé d’affaires 
Guatemala, and Ecuador, a aw 

Mr. VINTON inquired what would be the ef- 
fect of the vote, if the House refused to reconsider? 
Would the bill still remain before the House? 

| The SPEAKER replied, that the bill would re- 
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main before the House after the motion ; 
sider was disposed of. © Petey, 
The CHAIR would further state to the H 
that upon an examination of the precedents of 
practice of the House, he found thes reports the 
from the Committee of the Whole on the State 
the Union, on which the previous question h 
been moved, and the main question ordered to 
had heretofore bee ide we. 
put, eretofore been considered the Unfinished 
business, and came up the next morning. 4) 
though this was not strictly in conformity wit 
the rules of the House, as the Chair believed, he feh 
very strongly inclined to follow this precedent ea, 
after, as he believed it would expedite the busines 
of the House. 
Mr. GOTT inquired what would be the eff 
“ Cet 
of a motion to lay on the table the motion to me. 
consider? 
The SPEAKER replied, that the ame 
would stand concurred in, 
Mr. GOTT. I make that motion. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 
The next amendment was read, as follows: 
« For salury and outfit of chargé d’affuires to Nicaragua,’ 
Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays, 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, were—yeas 119, nays 55; as follow: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Ashe, 4 . 
mun, Baker, Bayly, Bennett, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, 
Bowlin, Breck, Briegs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Bur,,, 
Thomas B. Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, Calvin, Campiey 
Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clingman,'Cole, Corwin, Crowe, 
Daniel, Deberry, Div mick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Edmung. 
son, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fowler; Freedley, Fuller, gy. 
dings, Gilmore, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Hatioway 
Hammond, Hampton, Haralson, Hay, Haymond, Hebi 
Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Howe, Hunter, Josep, 
W. Jackson, Witliam T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Geo, 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Horace Mon, 
Marshall, Matteson, MeCiernand, MeGaughey, Finis £. Me. 
Lean, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Newell, (sie 
Otis, Peaslee, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnain, Reynolds, Rich! 
ardson, Robbins,Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Savage, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvesie;, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richanj 
H. Stanton, Stetson, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, 
Weliborn, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wi. 
~— Wilson, and Woodward—119. 

Ys—Mensra. Albertson, Bay, Beale, Bingham, Bow. 
don, Boyd, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, W. R. W. Cobb, Dis. 
ney, Dunham, Featherston, Fitch, Gerry, Gorman, Hamil. 
ton, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hubbard, 
Inge, A. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Presto 
King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, Me- 
Donald, Robert M. McLane, MeQueen, Me Willie, Millson, 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peck, Phelps, Potier, 
Robinson, Sawtelle, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jaco 
Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Wilmot, and Young—si. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


_ The next amendment being under consideration, 
viz: 
“ For the relief and protection of mariners on the western 


waters, $50,000, to be disbursed through the Secretary of 
the Treasury.’’ 


Mr. JONES asked for the yeas and nays. 

‘The question was taken, and resulted—yeas 93, 
nays 98; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, Ash- 
mun, Baker,Bay, Bennett, Bingham, Bokee, Bowie, Bowlin, 
Breck, Briggs, Buel, Burrows, E. C. Cabell, Calvin, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Deber- 
ry, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Vurkee, Eiliou, N. Evaus, Gid- 
dings, Gould, Grinnell, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Hay mond, 
Hebard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, J. L. Johnson, R.W. Joho- 
son, J. G. King, J. A. King, La Sére, Leffler, H. Mann, Mar. 
shall, Matteson, MeKissock, Finis E. McLean, Moore, Mor- 
ris, Morse, Newell, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Phoenix, Pitman, Put 
nam, Reynolds, Richardson, Robinson, Rockwell, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stantor, 
Richard Bi. Stanton, Sweetser, Taylor, John B. Thompson, 
Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dy ke, Vinton, Wentwort, 
White, Whittlesey, Williams,-and Wilson—93. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Alston, Ashe, Bayly, Beale, Bis 
sell, Booth, Bowdon, Royd, William J. Brown, Burt, Chestt 
Butler, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cariter, W. 2. 
W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Dixon, Duer, Duoca, 
Edmundson, Alexander » Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, 
Fowler, freedley, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Gor, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Isham G. Haris, 
Sampson W. Harrix, Henry, Hibbard, Billiard, Hoagland, 
Hubbard, Inge, J. W. Jackson, W. T. Jackson, A. Johnsen, 
Jones Julian, George G. King, Preston King, Littlefield, 

McCiernand, McDonald,MeDowell, McGauzl), 
Par mg Robert M. MeLane, McQueen, Mc Willie, 


ndmen 


Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, ter, Robbins, 
as, Jacob ‘Thompson, James 4 be, Venable, 
Waiden, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wildrick, 
Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The amendment was: 


etn end post. “at Cincinat, Obi, ‘a iphoseere 
gon 00; Provides, mo plan of Daildings ehall 
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that the whole cost of both bnildings and site shall in 
e texceed the appropriation hereby made.” 
Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays; which 


were ordered. : 
Mr. DUER asked for the reading of the amend- 


1, which was read. 


The question was then taken, and resulted— 


ox 63, nays 123; as follow: 
1 ypAS—Messrs. Alston, Baker, Bay, Bayly, Bingham, 
Rowie, Bowlin, Breck, Briegs, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, 
Camphett, Cartter, Chandler, Colcock, Corwin, Disney, 

sy, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Giddings, Gilmore, Green, 
Grinnell, Hammond, Harlan, Hoagland, Howard, Hunter, 
George G- King, Leffler, Marshall, Matteson, MeDowell, 
v-Kissock, Robert M. McLane, Me Willie, Millson, Moore, 
Morris, Morse, Ogie, Olds, Otis, Peck, Phenix, Potter, 
richardson, Robinson Root, Schenck, Spaulding, Frederick 
p. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, 
raderhitl, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wentworth, Whitlesey, 
Williams, Wood, and Woodward—68. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
ashe, Ashmun, Averett, Beale, Benet, Bissell, Bokee, 
goth, Bowdon, Boyd, AlbertG. Brown, William J. Brown, 
yurrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, 
pure A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, 
Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Cole, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, 
Dmmick, Dunham, Edmundson, Elliot, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, Freed- 
ey, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Hatloway, Hamil- 
ton, Haralson, Isham G Barris, Sampson W. Harris, Hay, 
Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Howe, Hubbard, Inge, 
Joseph W. Jackson. William T. Jackson, James L.. John- 
son, Jones, James G. King, John A, King, Preston King, 
Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, 
McDonald, McGaughey, MeLanahan, Finis E. McLean, 
McMullen, McQueen, Meacham, Meade, Morton, Nelson, 
Newell, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Put- 
pam, Reynolds, Robbins, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn,Schooleraft, Sed- 
don, Shepperd, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Strong, Thomas, 
jacob Thompson. John B. Thompsofi, Thurman, Toombs, 
Tuck, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Well- 
born, White, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, and Young—123. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The next amendment was reported, viz: 

«For repairing and lining the arches and vaults of the | 
custom-house building at Philadelphia, to render them prop- | 
er for storing goods, §7,500,”? 

Mr. DISNEY demanded the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER propounded the question upon 
the demand for the yeas and nays, and the ques- 
tion having been taken, announced that the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

Mr. THURMAN addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER called the House to order, and 
stated that no business would be transacted until 
order was restored. 

A pause ensued. 

Mr. THURMAN raised the question, whether 
asufficient number of members had voted in the 
afirmative, to order the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER explained, that the nays had 
not been counted, but that supposing a sufficient 
number had voted in the affirmative, the Chair 
had announced that they were ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
afirmative—yeas 100, nays 85; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashe, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Bowlin, 
Breck, Beggs, A. G. Brown, W. J. Brown, Burrows, C. 
Butler, fT. B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Dim- 
mick, Dixon, Doty, Dunean, Dunham, Durkee, Elliot, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gid- 
dings, Gilmore, Gould, Green, Grinnell, Halioway, Ham- 
mond, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hil- 
liard, Howard, Howe, Julian, G. G. King, J. G. King, J. 
A. King, La Sére, Ceffier, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job 
Mann, Matteson, McKigsock McLanahan, R, M. McLane, 
Meacham, Moore, Morse, Nelson, Newell » Otis, 
Owen, Phasnix, Pitman, Putnam, Reynolds, Robbins, Rock- 
well, Root, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermer- 
horn, Schoolcraft, “he pperd, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Tay- 
lor, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
worth, White, and Williams—100. 

NAYS—Mesars. Albertson, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, 
Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd ro urt, J. Ca- 
bie, G. A. Caldwell, Campbell, Cartter, W. R. W. Cobb, Col- 
cock, Daniel, Deberry, Disney, Edmundson, Ewing, Feath- 
erston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, an, Gott, Hamilton, Har- 
alson, Harlan, I. G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Hoagland, Hun- 
ter, Inge, J. W. Jackson, W. T. Jackson, A. Johnson, J. L. 
Johnson, Jones, Mason, McC! ,» McDonald, McDow- 
eli, MeGanghey, F. 
Meade, Millson, Morehead, 
oat Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Ri 






eut- 


nson, Seddon, Spaulding, F. P. Stanton, a. H. Stanton, 

, tser, ’ Jacob , John B. 

Thompson, Toombs, Walden, Waldo, W. . Watkins 

Welbare, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilson, Wood, and 
oung—85. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. DUER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House had refused to concur in the 
amendment appropriating $50,000 for the relief of 
sailors on our western waters. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman vote with 
the majority ? 






| 


\K 


| 
| 


| Tuck, Venable, 


Mr. DUER, I did. 
Mr. BURT. I move to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table, and | ask the yeas and — 


nays. 

Mr. JONES. I wish to inquire if-it is in order | 
to go back ang 
vote, without first reconsidering the intervening | 
votes ? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is in | 


order to move to reconsider the vote on this amend- | 
ment; the others are not connected with it at all. 


. 
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Mr. BOWLIN demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was taken, and decided in the 


| affirmative. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 


move a reconsideration of that | table. 


_ The next amendment being under consideration, 
viz: 


“For the purchase of a site, and the building of a custom 
house and post office at Bangor, Maine, to be expended 


|| under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, twen- 


The question being on the motion t6 lay on the | ty-nine thousand dollars: Provided, That the plan of the 


table building shall be such that the whole cost, both of building 
and site, shall in no event exceed the apprepriation hereby 
” 


The question was taken, and resulted—yeas 99, 
nays 85; as follow: 


YEAS—Allen, Averett, Baviy, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, 
Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, | 
Burt, C. Butler, Joseph Cable, George A, Caldwell, Joseph | 
Caldwell, Cartter,W.R.W.Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, | 
Dixon, Duncan, Ewing, Featherston, Piteh, Fowter, Freed- | 


' 
The yeas and nays were ordered. | made. 
| 


Mr. DUNHAM asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—yenas 80, nays 93; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Ashe, Ashmun, Baker, Bayty, 
Bennett, Bingham, Bowie, Bowlin, Briggs, Buel, Burt, 


ley, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore. Gorman, Gott, Gould, Green, || Uhester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 


Hall 
w. Harris, Hay, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Hub- 


drew Jobnson, Jones, Julian, George G. King, James G. | 
ing, Preston King, Littlefield, Joh Mann, McCiernand, | 
MeDonald, McDowell, MeGauguey, MeLanahan, Robert 
M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, 
Millson, Morton, Nelson, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Peasiee, 


Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, 8. | Clarke, Corwin, Crowell, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Elliot, Pow- 


ler, Freedley, Fuller, Ge , Ge Gilmore, Gould, Grin- 
bard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, William T. Jackson, of || e ee y, er, ai erry, Gilmore » ri 


nell, Halloway,, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Joseph 
W. Jack-on, George G. King. James G. King, Jolin A. King, 
| Leffler, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Matteson, MeKireock, 
| R. M. MeLane, Meacham, Moore, Neleon, Newell, Oule, 
| Olds, Otis, Peck, Phenix, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, 
| Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 


Peck, Phelps, Potter, Robbins, Root, Ross, Savage, Seddon, || Schooleraft, Silvester, Stanly, Stetson, Strong. Tuck, Un 


Shepperd, Stetson, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, 

Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, and Young—99. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bay, Bokee, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, Buel, 
Burrows, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cling- 
man, Cole, Corwin, Crowell. Deberry, Disney, Doty, Duer, 


derbill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Wellborn, Wentworth, 
White, and Williams—80. 
NAYS—Mesers. Albertson, Alexander, Alien, Averett, 
| Bay, Beale, Rokee, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, A. G. Brown, 
Burrows, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, Campbell, 
Cartter, Clingman, W. R, W. Cobb, Cole, Daniel, Deberry, 
Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Derkee, Edmundeon, 


Dunham, Durkee, Elliot, Nathan Evans, Giddings, Grin- || Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Gorman, Got, 
nell, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Hebard, Howard, Howe, || Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Hay, Hibbard, Hoag- 


; 10) || land, Habberd, Hunter, Inge, W.'T. Jackson, A. Johnson, 
Mann, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, McKissock, Finis BE. || Jones, Julian, Preston King, La Sare, Job Mann, Mason, 


Hunter, James L. Johnson, John A. King, Leffler, Horace 


McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Newell, 


Ozle, Olds, Otis, Pheenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reynolds, Rich- | 


ardson, Robinson, Rockwell, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, 


Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Sweet- 


} 
| Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, 


| 










ser, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thorman, Underhill, Vin- 
ton, Watkins, Wentworth, White, Williams, and Wilson— 


table. 


The next amendment was read, as follows: 

“ For the purchase of a site and the erection of a suitable 
building for a custom-house and post office and other Gov- 
ernment offices in the city of St. Louis, $50.000; to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury: 
Provided, That the whole cost shall not exceed the sum 


| hereby appropriated.”’ 


Mr. ORR called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 
The question was'taken, and decided in the nega- 





tive—yeas 77, nays 93; as follow: 
|  YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Ashmun, Baker, Bay, Bayly, 
| Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Bowie, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, 


| Burt, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Campbell, Chand- | 


| ler, Clarke, Colcock, Corwin, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, 
nell, Halloway, Hammond, Harlan, Haymond, Hoagland, 
Joseph W. Jackson, George G. King, John A. King, Leffler, 
Littlefield, Marshall, Matteson, Mc Dowell, Mc Kissock, R. 
M. McLane, MeWillie, Millson, Moore, Morris, Nelson, 
Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peck, Phelps, Phoenix, Pitman, Potter, 
Richardson, Root, Ross, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermer- 
horn, Schoolcraft, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, Underhill, Vinton, Well- 
born, Wentworth, White, Williams, and Wood—77. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Ashe, Av- 
erett, Beale, Bokee, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, A. G. Brown, 





Calvin, Vartter, Casey, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Cole, 
Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Edmundson, Alexan- 
der Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch 
ler, Gilmore, Gott, Hamilton, Haralsen, Isham G. Harris, 


| 
| 
| 


Howard, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, William T. Jack- 


James G. King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Job Mann, 
Mason, McDonald, McGaughey, McLanahan, MeMullen, 
McQueen, Meacham, Morton, Newell, Orr, Outlaw, Par- 


Strong, 
? Jacob “ Thompson, Thurman, 
Toombs, Tuck, Walden, Waldo, Waliace, Watkins, Wil- 
drick, and Young—93. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
to lay that motion on the table. 


on that motion. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (to Mr. 


gentleman vote against the amendment ? 
Mr. BAYLY. No, I did not. 


made the motion. 


| 


| MeClernand, McDowell, MeGaughey, MeLanahan, F. FE. 
McLean, McMullen, McQueen, Meade, Mitleson, Morris, 
Morton, Orr, Owen, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Puinam, Rey- 


|| nelds, Robinson, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Savage, Seddon, 
|| Shepperd, Spaulding, Sprague, Richard H. Stanton, Sweet- 


|| ser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompeon 


ii 


Jona B. 
Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Venable, Waldo, Wattace, 


. || Watkins, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Woodward, and Young 
So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the | 


—93. 
So the amendment was not concurred in. 


| Mr. GOTT moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
| and that that motion be laid upon the table. 
The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman vote with 


] the majority? 


Duncan, Durkee, Elliot, Fuller, Gerry, Gould, Green, Grin- | 


Fow- | 
Sampson W. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, | 


son, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, Jones, Jniian, | 


Robbins, Rockwell, Rosé, | 


Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote and | 
Mr. BOWLIN. - I demand the yeas and nays | 


Barty.) Did the gentleman vote with the ma- | 
jority? | 
The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Barty.) Did the MeMateny 


Mr. GOTT. I did. 

The question was then taken, and having been 
| decided in the affirmative, the motion to reconsider 
was laid upon the table. 


The next amendment was read, as follows: 


‘For the purchase of a site and the erection of a new 

custom-house at Mobile, to contain rooms for the post 
|| office in that city, and the accommodation of its officers, 
and also rooms for the United States district court, and the 
acco.nmodation of its officers, $50,000, in addition to euch 
{| sum as mav be received for the sale of the old custom-house 

building: Provided, That the plan of the building shall be 

euch that the whole cost, both of building and site, shall in 
|| no event exceed the appropriation hereby made.” 


|| Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, asked the yeas and nays, 
\| which were ordered; and being taken, were~yeas 
‘| 113, nays 63; as follow: 

1 YEAS—Mesers. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Arhe, 


Asbmun, Baker, Bayly, Bokee, Bowdon, Bowie, Bow 
lin, Breck, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Burt, 


| 


Burrows, Chester Butler, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, || Chester Butier, E. C. Cabel!, Calvin, Casey, Chander, 


|| Clarke, Clingman, Coleoeck, Cole, Corwin, berry, Dia- 
|| ney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Elliot, Nathan Evans, 
|| Ewing, Featherston, Fowler, Freediey, Fuller, Gentry, 
Gerry, Gould, Hammond, Hampton, Haralson, 8. W. Har- 
ris, Ha » Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howard, 
|| Howe, Inge, J. W. Jackson, J. L.. Johnson, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Leffler, Littefield, 
|| Horace Mann, Matteson, McDowell, McGaughey, McKie- 
' sock, R. M. McLane, McQueen, Mc Willie, Milison, Moore, 
| Morton, Nelson, Ogie, Olds, Otis, Outlaw, Peck, Phoenix, 
Pitman, Putnam, Robbins, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, 
Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, John 8B, Thompson, 
Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Weli- 
born, White, Williams, Wilson, and Woodward—113. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Averett, Dennett, 
Bingham, Booth, Boyd, W. J. Brown, Joseph Cable, G. A. 
i! Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, Campheil, Carter, W. B. W. 
Cobb, Crowell, Daniel, Dimmick, Dunbam, Edmundson, 
|| Alexander Evans, Fitch, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, Got, 
| Hall, Hamilton, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Hoag. 
| land, Hubbard, Hunter, W. T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, 
Jones, Julian, Preston King, Job Mann, Marshail, Mason, 
MecCler McDonald, McLauahan, Finis E. MeLean, 
eacham, Meade, Morris, Newell, Parker, 
ps, Potter, Reynolds, Robinson, Rumsey, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, 


| 
| 
| 
; 
; 
' 


| So the amendment was agreed to. 


Seddon, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Tuck, 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wentworth, Whitile- 


Mr. ORR (who had voted with the majority) | sey, and Wildrick—68. 
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Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of the 
vots and that that motion be laid on the table. 
Ordered accordingly. 


The next amendment was: 


“The Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
required to purchase, as soon as it can be effected on rea- 
sonable terms, a site for a custom-house and post office in 
the vity of Bath, in the State of Maine, and to cause to be 
erected thereon such a building as may be suitable for a 
custom-honse and post office: Provided, That the said Sec- 
retary should not deem it more expedient to have the pres- 
ent custom-house repaired : Provided, also, That the entire 


cost of said eite and ouliding, or of such repairs, shail not 
exceed the sum of 


Mr. DISNEY asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 


[SUPPLEMENTARY CENSUS BILL. 

A mesange was received from the Senate, by 
A. Dicxins, Eeq., Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had appointed a committee of con- 
ference, to meet a similar committee on the part “| 
the House, on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the supplementary census bill.] 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative—yeas 94, nays 87; as follow: 


VYb&AS—Measrs. Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Bayiy, Bissell, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, T 8. Butler ‘tes Cabell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Ww. bovb, Colcock, Corwin, 
© trowel, Dixon, aw ieeeeue, Etliot, Nathan Evans, Fow- 
ler, Futter, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gould, Grin- 
nell Hatioway, ‘ammond, Han » Hay, Haymond, Hen- 

Holmes, Howard Howe, ree G. King, James G. 
Hing, Jenn A. King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace 
Mann, Marshall, Mateeson, McGaughey, MeKissock, Rob- 
ert M. McLane, Meacham, Moore, Morse, Morton, Ne ison, 
Newell, Ogle, Olds, Otis ’ Sutlaw, Pheonix, Pitman, Put- 
nam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Saw- 
telia, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaul- 
ding’ Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Taylor, Thurman, Tack, 
Underbitl, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Wentworth ‘White, 
Williams, and Witson—04. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, 
Beanies, Bingham, Bokee, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert 
G. Brown, W. J. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, G. A. Cald- 
well, J. P. Caldwell, Campbell, Cartier, Daniel, Deberry, 
Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Fdmundson, Alexander 
Pvanue, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Freedley, Gorman, Got, | 
Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Har! an, 8. W. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hittiard, Hoagland, Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, Joseph Ww. 
dacksen, William T. Jackcon, Andrew Jobnso n, Jones, 
Julian, Preston King, Job Maun, Mason, McCiernand, Mc- | 
Nonald, Me *Dowell, McLanahan, McMullen, Mc Queen, || 
Me Witiie, Meade, Millson, Morris, Orr, Parker, Peasiee, 
Pheips, Potter, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage‘ Sed- 
don, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, Sweetser “Thomas, Jacob 
Thoopson, James Thompson, Venable Walden, Waido, 
Waltace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Woodward, and 
Young—87. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote, 
and to lay that motion on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 

The next amendment was read, viz: 


* And to enable the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives Lo pay for re ng and publishing in the * Daily Globe : 





tivo thousand columns of the proceedings of the ones of 


Representatives for this session, at 
umn, $15,000, 


ae PEATHERSTON asked the yeas and 


he SCHENCK called for tellers upon ordering 
the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Brown, of 
Mississippi, and Cauyni were appointed, 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 38. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 103, nays 80; as follow: 


YEAS—Messra, ee i Brie A Beale, Bin _, Doom, 
Rowdon ool Bares te Albert G. 

Brown, Buel, B ler, B, 0. Cabell, Cun. 
ter, Chandler, ones » Ww. zt Ww. Cobb, Dimmick, Doty, 
Dunham, see, ene omen i Fitch, Fuller, Gen- 


at the rate of $7 50 a col- 


try, Query, Giimoare, Ge ‘amilton, ‘Hammond, || that portion of the line lying on the northern frontier of 
Haralson, “feta a. beh urris, Sampson 7 Harris, Hibbard, Vermont and New York, embracing hire of men @nd their 
Hongiand, Holmes, H J oseph W. Jackson, transportation and subsistance, hire of horses and 
James L. Jotason, James med. % tone I A. Ki , Preston wagone, camp equipage and its transportation, purchase 
King, La Sére, Leffler, Nain, Marshall, Mason, Mc- || instruments anc all contingencies, ($5,000 ;) and the eom- 
a pans McDonnid, Me Dowell ¢Kiseock, rt —m. pensation Of two private soldiers for their services as drafts- 
‘Lane, MeMatien, McQueen seve, ee ee men in reconstructing maps: making in all the:sum of 
beady Seer Tene , Olds, Orr aeete, Peck, || $15,490.” 
Phoenix, uy Robinson, Root, Mr. DUNHAM demanded the : 
Rance or" owe bes S adocheer, le, me te R. = and they were ordered. eee 
nderh 
Van Dyke vein eae alden, Waldo, Welborn, The question was taken,.and decided in the 
Wentworth, Whe, mo Williams, Wilmot, Wood, || affirmative—yeas 104, nays 84, as follow: 
werd YEAS —Meesrs. Alexander, Alston, An » Ashmun 
NaveMeuam Sratnoae Anderson, Ash- Beker, Bayly, Beale, Bennett, Bokee, th “Bowe, 7 
ae em, tin A Gta Burrows, Breck, Briggs, Burrows, Burt, Chester Butler, Thomas, 
wane) Min. Compe e A. J.P. Cald- || Butler, E. C. Cabell, Calvin, Camphell, Casey, Cnnsdher, 
bs C ain, Compe amine? ‘Avene Deberry, || Chingman, Colcock, Corwin, Deberry, , Doty, Duer, 
Naika ane er Evans, |/ Ellict, Alexander Evans, Nathan an Evans Fowler, ceny 
San mate eae! tions rie | Gide iimore, out Gon, Grnwely Hallowe, Hamp 
’ : , Henry, Hi rd iliard, 
ard, THilliard, Howe, Hu rat re , Gi Seiten peeake tabene 7 eeph We 
scn, Jones, Ge aan || e a 


am; Job Mano, Mar 
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Moore, Morris, Morton, Newell, Outlaw, Parker, Rock- 
well, Rose, Sackett, Schenck, Scheunerhorn, Schooleraft, 
Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 
— Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, John B. 

Thompson, Thurman, Wallace, Watkins, and Wilson—80. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote, and 
to lay that motion on the table; which latter mo- 
tion was agreed to. 


The following amendment was read, viz: 

“To pay for the binding of the Jongressional Globe and 
Appendix for members of the 3lst Congress, $10,000, or so 
mach thereof as may be required to pay for binding said 
volumes in strong substantial Russia leather backs and 
corners: Provided, That the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall let the contracts for binding to the lowest 
bidder below sixty cents per volume, and that the work 
shall be commenced immediately after the printing is done, 
ie concluded as soon thereafter as possible.’ 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Ocie and 
Tuomas were appointed. 

Mr. STANLY desired to be informed by the 
| Chair whether it would be in order for him to in- 
quire if it was not already provided by law that 
the books should be bound? 

The SPEAKER said the Chair could not give 
the information sought officially. The Chair was 
not aware, however, that there was such a law. 

The question was then taken, and the vote stood, 
| ayes 93; noes 46. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CARTTER moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 
Ordered accordingly. 


The next question was on the following amend- 
ment: 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to purchase one hundred and thirty sets of the Congres- 
sional Globe and Appendix, $8,000, to be kept by the Li- 
| brarian of Congress for the use of members during the ses- 
sion, to be charged to each member as books from the 
| library now are. 

* And for the purchase of one hundred and thirty sets of 
| the Register of Debates, to be kept in like manner, and for 
= game purpose, $15,000.” 

Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, and Mr. JONES asked 
the yeas and nays; which were refused. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Waxpo and 
Root were appointed. 

And the question being taken, the vote stood— 
ayes 67, noes 74. 

So the amendment was rejected. ; 

Mr. JONES moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 


The next question was on concurring in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union in 
striking out the item appropriating 46,125 for the 
purchase of 1,225 copies of Mayo’s book on the 
Treasury Department. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the item 
was stricken out. 

Mr. JONES moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid on the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 


The next question was on the following amend- 
ment, viz: 

“ For the pay of draftsmen and assistants to the head of 
the scientific corps employed in copying and 
(%7,900 ;) the rent of rooms employed for assistants to the 
head of the scientific corps engaged in recording, copying, 
and including fuel for the same, (#500 ;) attendance on 
office rooms, and expenses of employing messengers, 
(3500 ;) purchase of drawing paper and other necessary 
drawing materials and office furniture, (@375;) stationery 
for office use, (#100 :) mileage and expenses of officers em- 
ployed in examinations required on the frontiers of Vermont 
and New York, ($840;) for a survey and examination of 
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Santen, Johnson, Jo 
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Marshall, 
McLanahan, Finis 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, 
Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Putnam, Richardeon, oe 
bins, Robinson, Ross 

Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Wellborn, Wentworth, Whitwesey, 
ward, and Young—e2. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GOTT moved to reconsider the vote, ang 
to lay that motion on the table; which latter mo. 
tion was agreed to. 


The next amendment was read: 


“To-enable the Secretary of the Interior to take a per. 

tual lease to the United States, from the city of Utica, 

ew York, free of taxes or other ebarges of any sort,» 
soe Ree hears 
the United. States dis and circuit courts holden ton a 
city, and their officers, $12,000: Provided, That no part o 
this appropriation shall paid until it shall be certified by 
the justices of said circuit court that the said rooms are pro. 
vided, and the said lease made.”’ ; 

Mr. STANLY: The amendment is, as | yp. 
| derstand, to strike out what the Committee of 
Ways and Means put in. 

The SPEAKE It is to strike out the clause 
which has just been read, 

Mr. DISNEY asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs, 
Toomss and Strone were appointed. 

The question was taken, and decided in the nee. 
ative—ayes 74, noes 84. 

So the amendment was not concurred i in, 

And the clause was retained in the bill. 

Mr. MATTESON moved to consider the yote 
and to lay that motion on the table. 

Mr. STRONG demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MA IN withdrew the 
reconsider. 

All the amendments having been disposed | of— 

The question recurred and was taken upon or- 
dering the bill to be engrossed, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

The bill was read a third time, and, 

The question being on the passage of the bil!— 

Messrs. RICHARDSON. VENABLE, and 
| others demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

And the question,  Shall.this bill pass ?’’ was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 12], 
nays 62: as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. AJexander, Alien 
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“nit ous consent of the House to record his 


we |. 
‘ection having been made— 
oe gave notice that, had he been permitted 
his vote, he would have voted against the 
vssage of the bill, because he was opposed to ap- 
ting one dollar towards the support of this 
Government, until the difficulty between the two 
gctions of the country had been settled. 
Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of the 
soteon the ee of the bill, and thai that motion 
be laid on the table. 
Ordered accordingly. 
conTESTED ELECTION IN PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mr. STRONG gave notice that he would call 
yp this case to-morrow morning. 
{Marks of dissent in every part of the House, 
mingled with calls for the Texas boundary bill,) 
And then the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following notice, memorials, and petitions, 
vere presented under the rule, and referred to the 
appropriate comunittees: 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, gave notice, under the rule of 
the House, of his intention to introduce a bill to provide for 
calling into the service of the United States, six companies 
of mounted volunteers, to be employed in removing the 
Seminole Indians from Florida. 

Ry Mr. BOWIE: The memorial of Robert P. Dunlop 
and others, citizens of Montgomery county, Maryland, pray- 
ingan appropriation for the construction of a plank road 
from the City of Washington to the Montgomery county 


"hy Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia: The proceedings of a 
meeting of the citizens of Savannah, Georgia, held on the 
934 July, 1850, in opposition to the measures embraced in 
the late compromise bill in the Senate, on the slavery ques- 


tion. 

By Mr. SPAULDING: The petition of G. W. Rounds and 
other citizens Of Buffalo, for the better preservation of hu- 
mn life on steamboats navigating the western lakes and 


nvers. 

By Mr. PITMAN: The petition of William R. Fisher 
and 114 other citizens of Pennsylvania, interested in the 
manufacture of iron, asking Congress to impose such duties 
upon foreign iron as will bring the largest revenue to the 
public Treasury, and preventthe present ruinous fluctuations 
and irregularities in that branch of industry. 

Also, the petition of M. Ferguson and 34 other citizens 
of Pennsylvania, for a similar purpose. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Forster and &2 other citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, for a similar purpose. 

Also, the petition ot John Benson and 85 other citizens of 
Pennsylvania, for a similar purpose. 


Lianne 
IN SENATE, 
Turspay, August 27, 1850. 

Mr. WINTHROP presented the memorial of 
underwriters, merchants, and shippers of the 
city of Boston, interested in the prosecution of 
commerce on the Pacific—among the signers to 
which are fifteen presidents of insurance compa- 
nies—setting forth that, as advised by their cor- 
respondents and agents in California, the interests 
of commerce would be greatly promoted, and an 
immense saving realized both to shippers and con- 
sumers, from the much greater facility and safety 
in discharging cargoes at Benicia than at San Fran- 
cisco, and asking that Benicia may be made a port 
of entry. 

Mr. W. remarked, that as a bill had already 
been reported by the Senator from Lovisiana, 
(Mr. Soute,] making Benicia, among others, a 
portof entry, he would simply move that the 
memorial be laid on the table; which was agreed 
to, 

Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of Eliz- 
abeth Armistead, widow of General W. K. Ar- 
mistead, late of the United States army, asking 
relief in relation to certain disbursements made by 
her late husband, and disallowed by the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury; which was referred 
'o the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HUNTER ted the memorial of Jo- 
seph J. Graham, of Wythe county, Virginia, set- 
ting forth that, in the southwestern part of Vir- 
zinta and East Tennessee, there are a great many 
hardy, enterprising, and patriotic young men 
anxious to remove west, and asking the authority 
of Congress to organize a regiment of dragoons, 
of not less than one men, to constitute 
® part of the army of the United States for a term 
not less than three nor more than five years, and 
that after their term expires a grant of a half sec- 
tion of land be made to each, upon condition of 
the actual settlement of the same; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
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ee 
seat at the moment his name was called, asked the 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, ted the me- 
morial of Mrs. Myra Clark ines, widow of 
Major General Edmund P. Gaines, setting forth 
the long and arduous military services of her late 
husband, the battles in which he was engaged, 
with foreign powers as well as various Indian 
tribes, the wounds received, &c., and asking to be 
allowed a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
the heirs of Herman and Mayard Blannerhassett, 
formerly residing on an island in the Ohio river, 
setting forth that the property was taken posses- 
sion of by an armed body of militia, called out 
under a proclamation of the President in Decem- 
ber, 1806; that the cellars were broken open, and | 
the provisions and liquors taken, and the property 
destroyed; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. CHASE ted a memorial of citizens 
of the United States residing in the valley of St. 
Gabriel, and a petition from citizens of Buena 
Vista, in California, asking a grant of land to the 
Independent Emigration Company, No. 1, for 
their services in opening and improving the route 
to California; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial of physicians and other citi- 


zens of Columbus, Ohio, asking that the rank of || 


the medical officers of the navy may be assimi- 
lated with that of officers of the army; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a petition from the faculty of the Ohio 
Wesleyan University, asking a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, a petition from citizens and voters in the 





Northern Liberties of Philadelphia, setting forth || ,,. 


that the present free population of the city and | 
county of Philadelphia is at least equal to that of | 











OATHS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

On motion by Mr. BUTLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, 
Senate bill No. 47, being the bill to authorize no- 
taries public to take and certify oaths and affirma- 
tions and acknowledgments in certain cases; and 
no amendment having been proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, ordered io be engrossed for 
a third reading, and was sdbsequently read a third 
time and passed. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I ask 
léave to withdraw from the files of the Senate the 
petition and papers of A. R. McKee, relating to 
some money which he paid for Texas lands. 

The PRESIDENT. What is the condition of 
the papers? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The papers were re- 
ferred to a committee, and acted on favorably. 
That committee reported a bill giving him money 
for the land which the Government sold. I ean 
state further, that Mr. McKee, under a sale made 
by the Comptroller or Solicitor of the Treasury, 

urchased lands which had been surrendered by 
Mr. Swartwout, The warrents which had been 
granted by Texas had been placed in the hands 
of a Mr. Mason. The Government made the 
sale, guarantying, as the committee thought, that 
Mr. Mason should surrender the warrants. Mr. 
McKee, at that time, had been unable to obtain 
the warrants from Mr. Mason. I infer from his 
letter, however, that since that time he has been 
able to get them. If he has, he has no claim 
against the Government. On that ground he asks 
that the proceedings here may be stopped and the 
papers returned. 
On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, it was 
dered that Alexander McKee and Johnson Price 
have leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 


South Carolina, and under the operation of the || RETURN OF ADVANCES TO GOVERNMENT. 


second section of the first article of the Constitu- | 
tion, the representation in Congress of the slave | 
State is nine, while that of the city and county is 
only four; and that, asthe slave owners only de- 
mand to carry their property on terms of equality, 





they ask that there may be such alteration of the | assignees 0 


Constitution as will prevent slave property being 
the basis of representation in any new Territory 
to be organized, or States to be admitted into the 
Union; and that, until such alteration can be ef- | 
fected, Congress shall refuse to admit any more | 


States, or organize any slave territory; which was 


ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. eee the memorial of the | 
Georgia Railroad Company, || ter. 
| of Virginia, a jaw was passed transferring to the 


East Tennessee an 
asking the remission of certain duties on railroad 
iron; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. WHITCOMB submitted an additional 
document in relation to the claim of Peter U. 
Morgan, administrator of John Arnold, decer.sed, 
and George G. Bishop; which, with the adverse 
report made in the case, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was or- 
dered that the memorial of the Western Chero- 
kees, on the files of the Senate, asking a settlement 
of their claims under the treaty of 1846, be referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Miasissippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred 


House bill No. 107, being the bill for the relief of 


Edward Everett, late a sergeant in the United 
States army, reported back the same without 
amendment, and recommended its passage. 
RESOLUTION. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution for consideration: 


maehet, That 1,500 additional copies of the message of 
the. President of the 17th of July lets communicating, in 
compliance with the resolution of the Senate, a report of 


Lieutenant Webster, of @ survey of the Guif coast of the || of Vi 
together with the supplemental || ment t 


mouth of the Rio Grande, 
report, the 26th instant, be printed. 
PRIVATE BILL. 











On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Senate 
roceeded to consider, as in Committee of the 
hole, the bill for the relief of the Orange and 
Alexandria Railroad Company. 
This bill proposes to Pry. to this company, as 
the State of Virginia, $120,000, for 
money advanced by the State of Virginia to the 
United States, for erecting public buildings in the 
Distr*«t of Columbia. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to inquire if the State 
of Virginia herself has memorialized for the amount 
which this bill proposes to pay to this eompany. 

Mr. MASON. If the Senator will give his 
attention a few moments, | will explain this mat- 
At the last session of the General Assembly 


Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company the 
claim which the State of Virginia had to the mon- 
ey which this bill proposes to pay. The memo- 
rial for the payment of the claim comes, therefore, 
from the Orange and Alexandria Railroad Com- 
pany, the assignees of the State of Virginia. It 
is, nevertheless, as | understand, a debt due by 
the General Government to the State of Virginia. 
The State of Virginia have transferred their claim 
to it to this railroad company, who are, therefore, 
the petitioners for its payment. 
In the year 1790 the Congress of the United 
States passed an act establishing the temporary and 
rmanent seat of Government of the United States, 
hat law located the permanent seat of Govern- 
ment within the State of Maryland, and comprised 
within the District of Columbia no part of the 
territory of Virginia. The fourth section of that 
law provided that, for defraying the expensés of 
public buildings, the President of the United States 
should be authorized and directed to accept grants 
of money. Prior to the passage of that act, how- 
ever, in December, 1785, the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia passed resolutions declaring, that if the Con- 
gress of the United States would fix the seat of 
Government anywhere within the States of Mary- 
land or Virginia, on the Potomac river, the State 
inia would advence to the General Govern- 
sum of $120,000 in aid of the erection of 
the necessary public buridings. Afterwards, when 
in 1790 the Congress of the United States did {o- 


On motion YY Mr. SHIELDS, the Senate pro- || cate the seat of Government upon the Potomac 
, 


ceeded to as in Committee of the Whole, 


river and within the State of Maryland, the State 


Senate bill No. 245, being the bill for the relief of || of Virginin, by the law to which I have referred, 


John Devlin; and no amendment having been 


her obligation to advance this money, 
although the District of Columbia was then located 
altogether within the State of Maryland. 
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The President then was authorized to accept 
grants of money for defraying the expenses of the 
public buildings, and the State of Virginia, prior | 
to that, had declared ite willingness, if the eeat of | 
Government was established on the Potomac river, 
to advance a sum of money. When the seat of | 
Government was thus located on the Potomac 
river, and the President was authorized to accept 





| 





| 
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but no action was taken. I will state now that, 
though the State of Virginia has certainly ad- 
vanced the claim by assignment, yet that J,as one 
of her Representatives, have never received any 
instructions from the State on the subject what- 
ever. Nevertheless, Virginia has recognized the 
claim by the assignment to this railroad-company, 
and J, as one of her Representatives, have deemed 


grants of money, the State of Virginia, on the \| it my duty to support it, and to ask that it be 
id 


27:h of December, 1790, passed a law, entitled | 


* An act concerning an advance of money to the 
Government of the United States.”? Under that 
law the sum of $120,000 was advanced to the 
Government of the United States. 


Now, the State of Virginia, considering this as | 


an advance of money and not as a gift, has trans- 


Alexandria Railroad,Company, which company 
petitions for its payment. | presume the only 
question before the Senate can be, was this a loan 


in the form of an advance, or was ita gift, in the || 


form of a grant. If it was a loan, | take it for 
granted no one can deny the rightfulness of the 
claim. 


committee, and by the journals of the House of 


Delegates of the State of Virginia, that on the 24th 
of December, 1790, a bill was introduced “ for 


Jast Assembly.’? This bill passed through the 


usual parliamentary forms of proceeding, and on | 
But .its || 


the 27th of December, 1790, it passed. 
title, on its passage, was amended by substituting | 
for the words quoted above, the following: **An 
act. concerning an advance of money to the Presi- 
dent of the 
This act is contained in the Virginia Statutes at 
Large. The terms of the enactment are: 


« Whereas the General Assembly of Maryland have ac- 
eeded to a proposition of the General Assembly of this 


nited States for public buildings.”’ | 





It will appear, as is set forth in the report of the | 
1} 





grenting to the President of the United States the || that the understanding of Virginia was that she 
sum of $120,000 for erecting public buildings on || 


the Potomac river, agreeably to a resolution of the || 


' 


| 


, | of the grantor advancement. 
ferred the claim, as I have said, to the Orange and || 


| of Virginia was. 


| 


id, 
er BRADBURY. To induce the location of 
the seat of Government on the Potomac river, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia proposed to advance 
$120,000 to the General Government. The rightto 
reclaim it, | suppose, wou!d depend upon the terms 
Now, sir, we should 
inquire what the intention of the Commonwealth 
At the time of making this 
proposition, did she understand that she was merely 


| making a loan tothe General Government, or was 


it a bona fide proposition—not depending upon the 


| technical terms in which the proposition was 


couched—but a bona fide proposition to grant that 
amount of money to secure the location of the 
seat of Government upon the Potomac river? 
The conduct of Virginia for some sixty years, in 
declining to make any reclamation of the fund, 
would seem to show, as plainly as acts can show, 


made it as a grant—as a donation to secure this 
location. And, after this lapse of time, I think it 


| not a little remarkable that this company shonid 


day of Deceiber, 1789, concerning an advance of money to || 


the General Government, to be applied towards erecting | 


public baildings at the- permanent seat of the Government 
of the United States, should the Congress deem it expedient 


to fix it on the bank of the Potomac; and whereas, Con- | 


| Se have passed un act for establishing the said seat of 
Assembly, That 120,000 shall be advanced by this Conmon- 
wealth to the General G ivernment, payable in three equal | 
yeary payments, and to be applied towards erecting public 
¥ 


United States on the bank of the Potomac: And the auditor 


of public account: is hereby directed to issue his warrauts 


on the treasurer to the amount of $120,000, payable in the 
manner hereinbefore directed to the order of the President 
of the United States.” 


The history, then, of this transaction shows that | 


the State of Virginia, | presume in order to induce | 
the Government of the United States to locate the | 
reat of Government on the Potomac river, proposed 
ihat if. the General Government would locate the 
seat of Government on the Potomac river, it would 
advance the sam of $120,000 towards the erection 
of public buildings. 
passed a jaw eatablishing the seat of Government | 
on the Potomac, and by the same law authorized | 


the President of the United States to accept grants |, 


of money for the purpose of erecting public build- | 
ings. The State of Virginia, on the faith of its 


previous reeolution, subsequent to the !aw of Con- | 
gress, passed a law, not to grant the money to the | 


Government of the United States, as was origin- 
ally proposed, but to advance it. The terms of 
the law merely state that the purpose wes “ to ad- 
vance’ the money. i submit, therefore, that it is 
the duty of the Government of the United States 
to refund the money. 

Mr. BRADBURY: I should like to be informed 
by the Senator from Virginia whether the State of 
Vieginn has ever, previous to this time, made any 
claim to have the amount of money refunded which 
is now asked for by this bill? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Never. 

Mr. MASON. Lam not aware that the State 
of Virginia ever has asked that this money should 
be rsfugded. I recollect that some four or five 

enrs ago, after so much of the District of Colum- 
Ge as was within the limite of Virginia was retro- 
ceded, a member of the General Assembly of Vir- 
ginia introduced a resolution declaring that this 
sum of money had been advanced, was due, and 
was subject to reclamation, and that it was then 
proper to be reclaimed when Virginia no longer 
possessed territory in the District of Columbia; 
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The General Government || 
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niidings at the permanent seat of the Government of the | 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 





present an application of this kind, and expect 
that the anplication would be granted. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, I rise to state to the 
Senate the reasons which have influenced me to 
go for the passage of this bill. In looking atthe 
legislation of Congress, and also at the legislation 
of Virginia, I am satisfied that the General Gov- 
ernment received this money as a donation, and 
so regarded it. Accounts, I believe, were kept at 


Commonwealth, contained in their resolution of the tenth I] the Treasury, looking upon Kin the light of a do- 


nation. But now, sir, this question comes up. 
When you look at the legislation of Virginia, you 
will find that when she came to act upon the legis- 
lation of Congress, she did not conform her legis- 


| lation to the language which Congress had adopted 


soveroment on the Powunac: Be it enacted by the General | 


to express her ideas and her views, but she adopted 
language which, as shown bythe Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] had the idea upon the 
face of it that she did not intend to make it a gift, 
but merely an advancement, thereby leaving to 
herself the .right to reclairm the money, if she 
might deem proper so to do, at a future day. 
This was done at a time when the Government of 
the United States was poor; and it was done, as 
the Senator from Maine [Mr. Brapsury] has said, 
with a view to secure the location of the seat of 
Government on the Potomac. Now, sir, I, for 
one, under such circumstances, am not willing, 
when the Government has become rich, to hold to 
the money, even if it was regarded as a gift, when 
she claims it back again from the Government, 
through her assignee. 

Sir, this is no new question with me. _ I recol- 
leet a case which illustrates the whole subject, 
which was discussed year after year in the Ken- 
tucky Legislature. The citizens in and about 
Frankfort made large donations for the purpose of 
securing the location of the seat of Government in 
their town. Some of them became unfortunate in 
the course of their business transactions. They 
became reduced from affluence to comperative 
want, and they then applied to the State of Ken- 
tucky to refund to them the money which they 
had thus advanced when the Government seemed 
to want it, and when they had the ability to make 
the advance. I believe the Government, respond- 
ing to that application, returned the money. I 
think it ought to be done in all cases of the kind. 

Now, I by no means represent the Common- 
wealth of Virginia, my old mother, whom I so 
much honor, in the position of a beggar, or in the 
attitude of a pauper. Not at all. She can live 
without this money. Her assignees, perhaps, can 
getalong without it. But she has thought proper, 
for the purpose of aiding a great public improve- 
ment—one which will redound to our advantage 
as well as to hers; one connecting Alexandria, near 
the seat of Government, with her western territo- 
ry—to transfer her claims to the railroad company, 
to be expended for these useful purposes. If it 
had been a gift in every sense of the word, origin- 
ally, I would not hold on under such cireum- 





stances. My disposition is, now 
able, ‘tevatiaasn te s that we an 
I think the Government ought to have | 
the permanent seat of the National Go 
without any temptation to be derived fro 
I think it should have done it upon pring; 
reference to the general interests of the nation 
sidering population, centrality, and so forth,’ ¢, 
the seat of Government turns out to have hem 
| very properly located where it is, whether the 
| Government was influenced by the donations mad 
by Virginia and Maryland or not. For, si the 
tables of population show that, although in 0; 
of centrality the proper location has been traveling 
West, yet, in reference to a northern and sorthe,. 
line, it is within twenty or thirty miles of the 
proper centre; and at the time it was located, ,., 
cording to population and territory it was a. 
proper location. Though I think that ion 
ought not to have been received as an inducemen 
to the Government to locate the seat of Gover), 
ment here, yet I think we may pass this bil! 

Mr. MASON. One word more. If this ha 
been a gift on the part of Virginia, or a gran: } 
which they parted with their right, I trust th, 
character of Virginia in this Confederacy woy; 
show that she would not either claim it herself , 
suffer her assignees to do it. But, as it was an aj. 
vance or a loan, by which the right was not pariej 
with, but subject to reclamation, there certainly ig 
no impropriety in Virginia disposing of the fun 
in any manner she may deem proper. 

Now, as I said, in the original proposition 1) 
advance the money only, and upon its paszage, th. 
title was altered and conformed with the tex, 
The title, which was to make * a grant” of money, 
was altered to “an advance,” and the enactiys 
clanse showed that it was an advance. : 

But I will state further to the Senate, what es. 
caped my attention at the moment, that, prior io 
that, in 1783, the General Assembly of Virginiy 
made a proposition to Congress to locate the sea, 
of Government at Williamsburg, then the seat of 
government of the State, where the public business 
was trangacted, At that time the Government of 
the country lacked fiscal ability to command the 
amount necessary to erect its public buildings, and 
in order to induce the Government to locate the 
seat of Government at Williamsburg, the Staic of 
Virginia offered to give up to the Government ali 
its public buildings in Williamsburg, provided they 
would locate the seat of Government there. The 
terms of the proposition were these: 

«“ That if the honorabie Congress should esteern the city 
of Williamsburg, in this State, a fit place for their session, 
the Assembly will present them, on their removal thereto, 
and during their continuance therein, with the palace, the 
capitol, and all publie buildings, and three hundred acres of 
land adjoining the said city, together with a sum of money 
not exceeding one hundred thousand pounds, ( £100,000,) 
this State’s currency.’? 

Subsequently, in order to induce them to locate 
the seat of Government, not within the limits of 
Virginia, but on the Potomac river, the propési- 
tion was that they would advance to the Gener! 
Government the sum of $120,000. Now, it ap- 
pears from the report made by the committee that 
that sum wasall advanced. It was paid over tothe 
Treasury in sums of $40,000 a year; and it ap- 
pears that Gen. Washington, who was not only 
citizen of Virginia, and conversant with this sub- 
ject, but had the superintendence of the business, 
asks, ina letter ** to the Commissioners of the Fed- 
eral District,” dated August 29th, 1793, “ In what 

| manner would it be to state the account 
| with the States of Virginia and Maryland, they 
_ having advanced money which has not been all 
expended for the objects for which it waa appro- 
priated?”? And it does appear that the sum of 
$40,999, part of this $120,006, was all that was 
used by the Commissioners of Public Buildings. 
I submit to the Senate, therefore, that it was sub- 
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stantially a loan, and that the claim of Virginia, 
which she has assigned to this railroad company, 
is a just one. ; 


r. BADGER. | I have collected what little | 
know about the nature of this claim from what 
has been said here this morning, my attention 
never having been previously called to the subject. 
if I understand it aright, more than half a century 
ago the scm of $120,000 was received by this Gov- 
ernment from the tof Virginia. 1t was 
— Soap avan Sr nets 

money paid to ited States, to be kept by 
the United States either as a gift or as a consider: 
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som 
to induce the,Governnment to locate the seat 
of Government on the Potemac river; but by the 

of Virginia it was treated as an advance of 
y in the nature of aloan. Now,after haifa 
ceowry has passed, this application is made to 
Congress, not by the State of Virginia, but by some 
incorporated company, 'o which the State of Vir- 
‘ain has assigned her ciaim, such as it is, in ac- 
counting for the payment of what is alleged to be 
jue this company as the assignee of the State. If 
these facts arc correct, it seems to me that the claim 
not stand on very high ground, whether it be 
made by the assignee or the assignor. The mo- 
ney seems to have been received and treated as mo- | 
ney belonging to the United States. No step was 
isken tocorrect that impression for half a century. | 
The United States, it is said, at the time of the ad- |} 
yance was poor and without funds, but certainly, 
in the course of half a century, the United States 
has become enriched, and has been in possession 
of ample funds, We may recollect one period of 
our history when the Government was extremely |, 
troubled to discover some plan, when the ingenuity 
of men was absolutely set to work to contrive some || 
lan by which the surplus revenue, accumulated || 
snd reposing in the Treasury, and appearing to be- || 
come a nuisance there, could be disposed of; yet 
during that whole period no application was made 
to the Government on the part of Virginia to re- 
fund this money. Now, if the money was paid 
with a view to obtain or assist in obtaining the lo- | 
cation of the seat of Government, Virginia has ob- 
tained the full consideration for which the money 
was paid. Like the Senator from Kentucky, I am 
sorry that the Government ever did let itself down 
to the consideration of pecuniary réward, and put 
the seat of Government up to a bid, or kind of pub- 


lic outery, and have it located at the spot where 
the most money could be obtained for its location; 
but the thing was done, the consideration was re- 
ceived at the time, and received as a gift; that is, 
as money coming into the Treasury to be its own, 
and half a century has passed without the State of 
Virginia making any effort to correct the misappre- 
hension, if misapprehension it was. Now, what 
] wish to say is this: If the State of Virginia thinks 
proper herself to ask for this money, I will vote to 
pay it with the utmost cheerfulness; but I must 
say that we ought not to treat itas a subject of as- 
sigament. Itisa claim of a peculiar character, 
and if Virginia thinks proper to ask for it, I will 
vote it to her; but, for one, I am not willing to vote 
iton any information I have yet received as to the 
character of the transaction to her assignees. I am 
not willing to treat it as an outstanding debt of this 
Government, the payment of which was delayed, 
and which is the proper subject of assignment to 
her creditors. If Virginia chooses to consider it 
asa debt, and come here and ask for its payment, 
even after this lapse of fifty years, [am ready to 
vote to pay it, principal and interest; but let Vir- 
ginia answer for herself, instead of putting in a 
bill chartering a company a provision authorizing 
tha’ company to make what it can out of the claim 
of Virginia. 
consider it in the nature of a claim occupying the 
position to be a proper subject of assignment, 
though, as I said, fam willing to vote for it as a 
claim of Virginia. 
Mr. HUNTER. Itis not my purpose to make 
a speech in relation to this claim, for whatever 
merits it has, have been very fully and clearly pre- 
rented by my colleague. 
that this money is to be considered, not so much 
in the light of a donation, as an advance on the 
part of Virginia; but, be that as it may, the his- 
tory of the transaction will perhaps explair itself 
better than any argument which can be used in 
relation to it. The facts of the case are these: 
The State of Virginia certainly, as the history of 
her early legislation shows, was very anxious that 
the seat of Government should be within her bor- 
ders. That proving to be impracticable, she was 
then not only anxious that it should be placed on 
the Potomac, but that a portion of the District 
should be taken from within her limits; and in or- 
der to induce such a location, she gave up the 
county of Alexandria, and $120,000 along with it. 
If this territory had never been ed, the 
never would have made a claim, or assigned 
the money to any one; but when Alexandria was 
ins eps ade Ser one 
ink, y as so li n 
them, re Sar Ah also should go back to Vir- 












en a aa. 


It seems to me that we ought not to 
j 


| retroceded. 


I think he has shown || 


ginia, to be appropriated for their benefit. The 
diffieulty in the way of the corporation of Alex- 


andria making this claim, as I suggested at the | 
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time, was, that the money was not an advance from | 
them, but from the State of Virginia; and in order | 


to enable them to present to the equitable consid- 
eration of Congress whatever right Virginia might 


1675 
| valid on the part of Virginia; if the retrocession 
| had not furnished a ground on which she could 








rightfully claim it, most undeniably it can furnish 
| no ground on which her assignee can rightfully 
make it. It seeme to me, therefore, that the case 
stands where I placed it in the first instances We 
cannot deal with her assignee and treat the claim 


have, it was assigned to a railroad designed for i as an assignment of a debt due by this Govern- 


the benefit of Alexandria. 
claim for this money, and I believe she never will. 
She has merely assigned whatever equity there 


was to Alexandria, in order that the town might || 


present whatever equitable claim it could to the 
consideration of Congress, in aiding the construc- 


tion of a railroad which was to be of service, not || tion. 


| 


Virginia has made no || ment; but, as I before stated, if Virginia herself 


| shall ask for this money I wi'l vote for it with the 

| utmost willingness. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from North 

Carolina did not state the point precisely as I pre- 
sented it, according to the history of the transac- 

| said that Virginia was not only anxious, 


only to the District, but to-a large portion of the | as was the case with other States, that the seat of 
|| Government should be placed on the Potomac, but 


United States. Virginia certainly did not desire 


the money for herself. She has made no claim | 


for it, and I believe she never will. And the 
whole matter here to be considered is, whether, 


| 
; 


| 


that a part of her territory should be included in 
the limits of the district where the seat of Govern- 
ment was to be located. I think, on looking back 


under the circumstances, this money received | to the history of the time, that an undue anxiety 


from Virginia as a donation, if you choose, shall | was manifested in relation to this matter. 


But 


be returned to Alexandria when she is retroceded | whether it was wise, or the reverse, such being 


to Virginia? It is whether you will give it to 
Alexandria or not?) That is the whole question, 


| the state of the ease, if it be the history of the 
| transaction that this donation was given to induce 


and, so far as 1 am concerned, I feel no scruple | the Government to take a portion of the territory 


in voting the money to her. 


With a Government || of the State; if it should turn out that that wae 


as rich as this, Ido not think it hecoming, even || the consideration; and if subsequent experience 
viewing this as a donation which Virginia claims, | 


to retain it. 


had shown that it was better for both parties that 


I think it better to return all the dq- || Virginia should resume her territory, and that 


nations from every State, and | am willing to re- || there was no occasion originally to have given it 


turn to Maryland to-morrow what she gave in re- || 


But the idea is, that this is | 


lation to this matter. 
a gift, a marriage present, a dowry, given when 


Virginia assigned to the United States a portion || 
of her territory, and, when the territory is re- || also. 


or the money, it would seem but a natural view 
| for the people of Alexandria to take, that when the 
| territory was returned, the money given for the 
purpose of its improvement should be. returned 
I believe this to be the history of the trana- 


turned, the money should be returned also. I mean || action, and | know that this is the motive which 
that this is the idea among those who have moved || governs them,and the reason why the demand has 


them to come here, with every obstacle out of the 
way, that the State of Virginia assigned her claim 
to this money. 


| in this business, the people of the town and || only been made on the part of Alexandria since 
county of Alexandria; and it was only to enable || the retrocession. 


The matter was talked over at 
the time of the retrocession, and the authorities of 
the town, many of whom consulted with me on 
the subject, thought they were entitled to the 





Mr. BADGER. I understood the Senator from || money, but [ told them that there was this obsta- 


Virginia to say that but for the retrocession of 
that part of the District to Virginia which was 


originally ceded by her towards the ten miles | 





|ele in the way: that the money was given by 
| Virgini&, along with them, and not by themselves 
as a corporation. I do not now understand that 


square, Virginia would neither have mnde this || the State of Virginia, or the corporation of Alex- 
claim nor assigned it. "What possible effect can || andria, which is the same as the railroad corpo- 
that have? The seat of Government is located || ration, I believe, sets up any claim that this Gov- 


here, and all and every advantage which was or 
can be derived to the State of Virginia by the 
location of the seat of Government here are still 
retained bv her. Surely the retrocession of Alex- 
andria to Virginia was not an injury to her. We 
did not force it back on Virginia. 


It was retro- | 


| 





| ernment is bound to pay them; but they appeal! 


| to its equity under all the circumstances, espe- 
| cially when it is considered that the money is to be 
| devoted to a work which ia to benefit the District 
| quite as much as Alexandria. This is the point 

of view in which it is urged, and in which it 


ceded with the full consent and desire of Virginia. || should be considered. 


We gave her back territory she had given to us, || 


Iam reconciled to vote for this 


Mr. BUTLER, 


and it seems a very singular argument to say, that | bill by one view of it, and that is, that the sum of 
therefore she or her assignee has a right to ask || money is to be appropriated fora highway. Now, 
the payment of this money. It appears to me || there are many gentlemen here who would vote to 


snoke, the argument becomes conclusive against 
Virginia; that is, conceding that the claim would 





| that, putting the case on the footing on which it || give thousands or millions of dollars for works of 
| was placed by the Senator from Virginia who last 


| internal improvement. If the road proposed were 
to run through the public lands, alternate sections 
would be allowed for its completion, or where 


never have been made, as I concede also, by Vir- || such alternate sections could not be found, other 


assigned by her, and treated asa demand upon the 
General Government, if Alexandria had not been 
It was retroceded with the full con- 
sent of Virginia, and surely the acquisition of the 
territory cannot be considered as. injuring Vir- 
ginia, or as furnishing a reason why the money 
should now be paid which would not have existed 
if the retrocession had not taken place. With re- 
gard to that portion of Virginia which wasa portion 
of the District, and under the jurisdiction of the 


United States, though | am not familiar with the || purpose of internal improvements. 


subject, | rather apprehend it was not treated with 


anything like a stepmother’s neglect. But, be that || ex ich she 
as it may, it seems to me that this retrocession of || to aid in the erection of public buildings. 


Alexandria to Virginia shouid not be considered 


in the character of an act which gives the State of 


Virginia the right to ask for the payment of this 
money. If it could, it ought to have been asked 
for when the retrocession was proposed. But she 
said nothing about its being injurious and incon- 
venient, and if retroceded to her that she must be 
paid the $120,000; and certainly it would have 
been a very stringe claim, or a very unreasonable 
foandaion on which to base it. Everybody 
thought, or at least 1 did, that by the act of retro- 
cession we were giving something valuable to 
Virginia. Then, if the claim would not have been 





| 
| 





| 
| 





| ginia herself, and that it never would have been || lands would be taken in lieu of money to affect the 


But when we ask the return of money to 
Virginia through this company fora work of inter- 

| nal improvement, we hear difficulties and acruples 
thrown in the way. It is said thatthis wasa bounty. 
It is not the first time that Virginia has suffered by 
having her acts convertéd into bounties. She has 
been bountiful enough in her grante to the Gov- 
ernment, and now here is an effort to convert this 
also into a bounty. I am not willing to vote to 
grant money from the public Treasury for the 
But in this 
case I believe Virginia asks by her assignee, 
etbono, for money which she has eo 
ave 

| no doubt of the propriety of this claim; and this is 
| but one mode of asking to have it repaid in con- 
nection with the construction of a road which is to 


| object. 


interest. It is but making an appropriation, if we 
grant the claim for a highway, a public improve- 


| run to the West, in which all may have a common 


ment in which every citizen of the United States 
is interested, especially those in the western par- 
tion of it. 1 think the money due to Virginia; 
and } cannot object to the appropriation, because 
it subserves ends in which the public may be in- 
terested. : a 

Now, the difficulty in the way of appropriating 
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this money as it is proposed, is because the Sena-— 
tor from North Carolina chooses to regard it as a 
grant, in the nature of an irrevocable bounty. Bat | 
he, as well as others, if you would give him an | 
opportunity, would vote to give the public lands to 


establish roads in Hilinois, Indiana, Michigan, or | 
Artransas, and I believe in Alabama, and he would | 
vote money too. But in this case we are but | 
claiming back what Virginia has advanced, and | 
we are met by technical objections of this sort. | 
Now, Virginia regarded this, by her act, as an ad- | 
vaneement; and I abide by her view of the subject | 
rather than by that which may be inferred from the | 
accounts of the Federal Government. 
Mr. BADGER. 
ference between the two things which the Senator | 
from South Carolina seems to consider identical. | 
J] might be very willing to vote this sum of $120,000 
for the purpose of aiding an important public im- 





i 


provement, ifit were asked on the ground that it was | 


an important public improvement, and if it were | 
necessary to its completion to receive this assist- 
ance. But Iam not willing to pay that sum of | 
money for the satisfaction of a debt when in m 
opinion, no debt is due. If 1 vote for it, 1 want it 
put on the ground of being a sum of money to aid 
an important public improvement, and not assume 
the ground that I am paying back to the State of | 


Virginia the sum of one hundred and twenty || 
| sympathy. 


thousand dollars which this Government owes. 
So, sir, with respect to granting public lands and 
granting alternate sections or townships. I have 
voted for many such propositions, and 1 am will- 
ing to vote for them again on every suitable oc- 
casion. But if, when a. bill is brought in, it 
commences by saying, “that whereas the United 
States owes a sum of money,” and it is intended 
to vote iton that ground, I will not vote for it; | 
because | want it to stand exactly as itis. I un- | 
derstand the Senator from Virginia, who first ad- 
dressed the Senate, [Mr. Masow,] to put the claim | 
on the ground of its being an assignment to this | 
company of a claim for money which Virginia ad- 
vanced to the United States. I understand that 
the Senator from Virginia, who last addregsed the 
Senate, (Mr. Huwnrer,] puts the claim ona dif- 
ferent ground. I cannot recognize it in the char- 
acter of a debt, and therefore 1 cannot put it into a 
hill which assumes it to be a debt. If the State of 
Virginia puts in a claim for the payment as for a 
debt due to her, am willing to vote for it, but I | 
am not willing to treat it as a claim which may be 
assignable to a company, however willing { might | 
be to vote a sum of money to aid this improve- 
ment. 


Mr. MASON. I take it for granted that if the 
Senator from North Carolina stands here as a 
trustee, representing an interest confided to him 
by his constituency, he will vote money if he 
considers it due an nigwh ant it should be paid, 
And, if so, I cannet see how he draws a distinc- 
tion between paying money to a creditor or an 
assignee of thut creditor. I anderstand he would 
vote for it if Virginia should ask for it, and not 
the assignee. 








i cannot see why, if he would vote to pay the | 


creditor, he would not vote to pay an acknowl- 
edged bona fide assignee. Virginia has assigned 
this claim, as the report of the committee shows, | 
in the following language: 


« To maintain the right of this company to the said claim 
the president and directors have exhibited an authenticated 
copy of a joint of the two houses of the Legis- | 
lature of Virginia, adopted the iSth of March, 1850. By the 
terms of tais act of the said Legislature, the claim of that 
Commonwealth againas the Government of the United 
States for the sum of one hundred and twenty thousand 
dotack, advanced to the United States by an act of Assem- | 
biy of the Q7th of December, 1790, is transferred to the 
Grange and Alexandria Railroad Company, with power to 
demand and receive the same, and the interest thereon; and 
the same joint resolution unites to this transfer an obliga- | 
tron on the said company to issue stock for the amount 
thereef to the use of the primary schools of Virginia.’’ 


Now, what earthly difference can there be, so far 
as the validity of the claim is concerned, whether | 
the claim is made by the creditor in propria per- 
sona or by his assignee? If the Senator from 


North Carolina means to be iw this in- | 
stance by a strict application of the ordinary rules 
of municipal taw by which Virginia is barred by 


lapse of tivae, and the assignee also, let him say | 
sc. Bat if he acknowledges the validity of the | 
cleim in any form, l cannot see how he can draw | 
eany distinction between the creditor claiming in | 
person ing through another. Sir, the | 


facts are as I have stated. I have received no in- 
structions from Virginia. The claim is presented 
by her assignee. The State of Virginia cannot re- 
she this money from Congress, unless Congress 
in its sense of justice and in its discretion deter- 
mines to give it, for the claim would he barred by 
the lapse of time; but it now rests upon the facts 
which show that the money was given in the 
nature of a Joan. 

Mr. BADGER. I can very easily explain the 
motive that would govern me, whether it would be 
satisfactory to govern the Senator from Virginia or 
not. tn the first place, Ido not admit that this is 
a just claim; and the reason why | said I would 


I think there is a material dif- || pay the State of Virginia, but would not acknow!l- 


edge her right to draw upon me for it through her 
assignee, may be illustrated by a private transac- 
tion. Ifa friend, twenty years ago, had made me 
a present of a sum of money, and thought proper 
afterwards to come forward and say he chose to 
convert the gift into a loan, there is a feeling with- 
in me which would incline me to pay it, while I 
would not allow him to transfer his claim to Wall 
street, and draw upon me as a bona fide creditor. 

Mr. MASON. lIapprehend the Senator from 
North Carolina would make no difference between 
a debt due to himself and a debt due to him as a 
trustee. I would draw a distinction between a fair 
and just claim, and one which appealed rather to 
But, if this isa debt due to the State 
of Virginia, I see not why it is not due to her as- 
signee; and if it is not due to her, it is not due to 
her assignee. 

Mr. CASS. That the State of Virginia advanced 
this money to the United States, long since, in the 
day of their poverty, and that they now ask it 
back in the day of their prosperity, are incontro- 
vertible facts; for I consider the views presented 
upon this branch of the subject by the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. Mason] as unassailable. Vir- 
ginia, by the transfer of the claim and by the ap- 
plication of the assignee, makes as true a demand 
as though she had an attorney in fact here acting 
by her special order. Now, what is the objection 
to the repayment of this money? That the money 
was a gift and nota loan, Mr. President, is a de- 
fence unworthy of us. We have had the money 
of the State of Virginia, used it for our purposes, 
and now she asks us to refund it. It ill becomes 
us to avoid the debt by saying that was a gift 
which she says wasa loan. It is a defence which 
an honorable individual in private life would be 
very unwilling to resort to. He would pay the 
debt when he was able; and as we are now able 
to pay, I am willing to act upon this principle, and 
discharge this claim by its fair payment, and not 
by denying its validity. 

Mr. DAYTON. From the first statement of 


this claim it has seemed to me to be one of a very | 


singular character. One of the Senators of Vir- 
ginia predicated this claim upon a kind of legal 
right. He looks upon it as a loan subject to rec- 
lamation. It seems to me that the reading of the 
law, and the statement of the facts, are a conclu- 


Now, if this isa just and fair claim, | sive answer to that idea, that it was never so in- 


tended, and that Virginia, for sixty years past, 
since the date of the transaction, has never so con- 


| sidered it. The other Senator from Virginia pred- 
| jeates the claim upon the ground of its equity of 


some description, which I do not fully understand, 


|| because this case certainly has no analogy what- 


ever to the common case of a grant of lands for 
public improvements. The facts that relate to 
this matter are within a emall compass, The 
State of Virginia, like other States, was anxious 
to have the capital located within the State, or near 
to its borders, and as an inducement to have the 
location made she offers $120,000 in money. That 
inducement, connected with other inducements, 
prevailed, the capital is located here, and the citi- 
zens of Virginia now have in fact a market imme- 


|| diately upon their own borders, the income of 


which is twice teld the amount of this m 
every year. She has had-full pay, pay tenfold, 


‘| for this inducement, which she then held out for 


the location of this capital within the State, or 
near her borders. And yet, under these’ circum- 
stances, she comes here and asks—no she does not 
ask; the State of Virginia standing erect will make 
no claim for this money. She never has made 
any, and her Senator says she will never make 
any claim. Her Senators feel asthe Siate of Vir- 
ginia herself feels. Appreciating the original char- 
acter of this transaction, she disdains in 
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her capacity as a State, to reclaim or ask back this 
money; but, if there be an equity in this ma, 
she assigns it over to the corporation of A\, 
dria, and she may come and ask what the G.” 
Government chooses to give. Now, this i, 
position of the matter. The State of Virginia, 
vanced this money for a certain purpose, and - 
a certain inducement, and she has had and js - 
receiving the quid pro que daily for the money m 
vanced. And yet she comes here—not she). 
her assignee—and asks the repayment of), 
money. For one, | cannot see either the just . 
or the equity of this transaction; and it ccome n 
me that if you recognize this claim on the Saatae 
Virginia or her assignee, you must also recogni 
the claim on the part of individuals who hay, 
granted alternate sections or lots of land jn th 
District. Why, I understand that the ver land 
on which the city of Washington is: built, is ;, 
part individual contribution. Where, then, is this 
thing to end? It seems to me, with great resnery 
and deference to the opinions of others, that this 
is a claim which is not founded either in equity o 


law, and I trust it will be rejected. I ask for the 
yeas and nays upon the question. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I am not di dd to pro. 


long discussion on this question; and I would no, 
say another word were it not that 1 understani 
this as the beginning of a new class of claims 
which are to be made upon the Government. |; 
this claim should be allowed by Congress, is ther, 
any reason to suppose that the State of Maryland 
may not stand ready to present a similar claim) 
For anything we know, a bill may now be already 
prepared with that view. And if the principle is 
adopted by passing this bill, certainly the claims 
of individuals, that have been adverted to by the 
Senator from New Jersey, would come within 
that principle, and could not be resisted. This 
seems to be the day when antiquated claims are 
presented, and sometimes dimmed: We have in 
this case the remarkable fact that Virginia, fora 
period of sixty years, has at no time made any 
claim upon the Govemnenans for this money. A 
few years ago the Treasury of the United States 
was overflowing, and if Virginia even supposed 
that this grant was in the nature of a loan, she un- 
uestionably would have made a claim; because 
the Treasury was in a situation then to have met 
that claim. She did not make any such applica- 
tion; and we have, in the fact that at that period 
she made no claim, the strongest reason to regard 
it as conclusive that she considered it a donation, 
and notaloan. So the original transaction shows, 
No security was taken; and that is originally 
the test in transactions of this kind—of the char- 
acter of the transaction, whether it is intended as 
a loan or asa gift. I think that, under the circum- 
stances, we are not called upon to refund this 
money. It is contended that it is to be expended 
in an enterprise, the benefit of which is to inure 
to the city of Alexandria, and that it will equally 
benefit the District of Columbia; and that we are 
equitably called upon to restore the money, inas- 
much as Alexandria has been retroceded to. the 
State of Virginia. But it should be remembered 
that, before that retrocession, very considerable 
expenditures were made by the Government, and 
many public buildings were erected within the 
limits retroceded; and that that retrocession was 
at the request of the inhabitants of Virginia. And, 
again, it may be within the knowledge of Senators 
here—for | have so understood it, although | am 
not in ion of the facts so as to assert posi- 
tively that it is the case—that the Government has 
been liberal towards the District of Columbia and 
the city of Alexandria, and that that city has been 
relieved from very considerable responsibilities bv 
the Government in making subscriptions to some 
ee om that were undertaken by her. How 
rge those s iptions were, and to what extent 
she has been relieved, I cannot undertake to say; 
but, if we are aa into the equity of the case, 
these equities on the other side ought to be con- 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Many of the States of 
this Union have advanced in aid of this 
Government in its Indian wars and for other pt 
and, since I have been here, I do not know 
a solitary bill that has ever 

part of 


z zi 


the any of these States to 


euvownte' thet ‘or even the 
; a8 in the case of ia and 


) been rejected, and a compliance 
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his example and paid back the money in 
os It is on the ground that the States 
~ thus advanced the money to the United States 
fe their use and benefit. ese States have not 

n called upon to make these advances posi- 
eae and yet even when money thus advanced 
ae ded in defending their own citizens, in 


ge sett 
cases? 


consequence of an obligation placed upon you by |, being any objection to my mind, | think it is a | 


the Constitution to defend them, you have invaria- 
bly returned the money and the interest. Where, 
then, is the difference between the case to which I 
jave just adverted and that now under considera- 
‘jon? The State of Virginia has advanced money 
the General Government for the purpose of 
wecting the necessary public buildings; you have 
socepted the use of the money, and have had the 
ienefit of. it. You live in the houses which were 
erected with this money; in your daily transaction 
of the public business you are sheltered by them; 
and yet, when you are called upon to refund the 
money thus advanced, you make a distinction be- 
ween money thus used and money which has been 

,dvanced for the purpose of defence against In- 

jians. Where is the difference? If must confess 

hat my mind is nof sufficiently acute to perceive it. 

But the Senator from Maine [Mr. Brapsury 

snd the Senator from New Jersey [Mr, Dayron 
say that if you pass this bill you lay the founda- 
tion for a vast number of individua! claims here, 
because you got the whole of the ground on which 

the city has beet laid out, and a only paid for 
alternate lots. Now, I will inform these gentle- 
men that you have been acting time after time and 
year after year upon this principle; that you are 
bound to expend all this money which would have 
accrued from the sale of the alternate lots for the 
benefit of the city; and that that is one reason why 
we make appropriations for the improvement of the 
streets, for the erection of a Cit all, and for other 
improvements. You are namnalig voting money or 
making appropriations for the improvement of the 
streets and alleys upon the very ground that _ 
have derived a revenue from the profits in selling 
the lots, And I believe that there is a permanent 
‘egulation directing the Commissioner of Public | 
Buildings, who has the superintending and sale of 
the remainder of these lots that belong to the Gov- 
erament of the city, to expend the money for pub- | 
lic purposes. In this way you have actually rec- | 
ognized the claims which the gentlemen speak of, 
and have acted upon them. Now, sir, as to the 
idea of being alarmed about additional claims; all 
| have to say is, that, if they are just claims, I 
would pay them, even should they amount to 
millions, or come from what quarter they may; | 
and if they are unjust, and only amount to a pica- 
yune, | would go against them. Sir, we ought in 
ail these cases to discriminate by principle, and not 
by the amount of aclaim. I have no idea of that 
tort of legislation which is to make a vote turn 
upon an amount. If you give me a principle, I 
will respect it and support it, or oppose it accord- 
ingly, a8 | may believe it to be right or wrong; 
but | cannot consent to let my vote on a question 
of this kind be regulated by the amount involved. 
| have no idea of that species of legislation. 

The question here is all in a nutshell. It is 
whether you will refund this money, which you 
have received and applied to public uses, now that 
the donor—if the State of Virginia was a donor in 
the case, or the creditor, if she was a creditor— 
sys through her assignees ‘1 desire the return 
of it?” ‘The question is, whether under these cir- 
cumstances you will hold fast to the money or re- 
fund it? The cases to which I have referred are 
precedents against such legislation, and aflord 
ground why the money should be paid back. I 
beg pardon for having detained the in sub- 
mitting these remarks; but this is all Ll shall have 
to say on the subject. * 

Mr. RUSK. [have no difficulty in voting for 
this bill on either of the grounds that bots bene 
assigned. If the money was advanced by the 
State of Virginia to the heotreniaint of the United 
States, about which there appears not to be the 
slightest doubt, | think it ought to be refunded. I 
have no difficulty whatever on that ground, If it 
Was a sort of bargain, as seems to be argued by 
those who. oppose the bill, that this money was 
advanced for the purpose of bringing the seat of 
Government to the borders of the State of Vir- 
binia, or even into that State—if that was the 
sround om which the money was ad vanced, | think 
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ived d : prema here. No doubt the people of 
On the contrary, | am inclined to think that bring- || Pennsylvania, and of other States who were com- 
ing the seat of Govérnment so near to her was | petitors with Virginia and Maryland for the loca- 
an injury rather than a good. On that | have no || tion of the seat of Government in their proximity, 
doubt; and I think that in equity the money ought || would have been equatly liberal, and would have 
to be paid back. | found it equally to their interest to have made 
With regard to the objection that the claim has | similar p 8 to the Government of the United 
been assigned to another party, so far from its || States. Whether they did make them or not, b 
do not know; but it is apparent that these prope- 

sals were made as inducements to Congress calcu- 

lated and intended to influence Congress to estab- 

lish the seat of Government here—to select this in 

preference to the other locations in contemplation, 


very strong recommendation of the bill. They | 
propose to transfer this money, which they gave | 
or lent to the Government sixty years ago, to a | 
company to be expended, not for the exclusive | 
benefit of the State of Virginia, but forthe general | Well, the location was made; and Virginia and 
benefit, in constructing a road which is now in | Maryland have derived the local advantages which 
progress, and which, when completed, will be a || they anticipated; and nothing has occurred from 
benefit to the whole Union. I shall vote for the | that time to this which ean give the character of a 
bill. || claim to these advances thus made by Maryland 
Mr. BALDWIN. If this money belongs to the || and Virginia. If, however, these States were to 
State of Virginia, it is very clear, | think, that || come here, and directly ask Congress to restore to 
Congress have nothing to do with the manner in | them the money which was thus offered as a do- 
which Virginia may think proper to dispose of it; || nation, that would present a question which is not 
nor, in my judgment, ought the manner in which || now, in my judgment, the question upon which 
that State has thought proper to dispose of any || we are called upon toact. This is treated asa 
interest she may have in this amount now claimed | claim—as an assignable claim; and, in that view 
from the United States to govern the action of || of it, Lam of opinion that it is without founda- 
Congress upon this bill. If the money belongs to || tion. 
the State of Virginia as a debt due for a loan || Mr. DAWSON. If I understand this matter, 
made to the United States, we ought to pay it to | the charge seems to be that Virginia is not acting 
her, and to pay it with the interest, whether she || in good faith, in requesting the Government to re- 
wishes to place that money in her treasury, sub- | fund this semieec Bane, I beg to say that Virginia 
ject to her own control, or whether she chooses to | has not received her portion of the proceeds of the 
apply it to some object of internal improvement. i public lands, which were divided among the States. 
The manner in which this fund is to be disposed } As I] understand it, her proportion is now in pos- 
i] 





of, cannot and ought not to have the slightest in- || session of the Government. The interest of that 
fluence upon the action of Congress. || money, from the time that the State of Virginia 
The memorial on which this bill is founded, || could have received it, would be more than five 
when it was presented, was referred to the Com- || times the amount of this claim; and in the event 
mittee of Claims, That committee carefully con- | that Virginia should ever ask the Government for 
sidered the claim and all the documentary evi- || her share of the dividends arising from the sales 
dence adduced in its support. They were, | | of the public lands, she can only receive the 
believe, unanimously of the opinion that there was || amount, without any interest. Viewing it in that 
no claim on behalf of the State of Virginia, on || light, there would be no impropriety in paying 
which, as a claim, they could report a bill; but it || back this claim; for | am convinced that if we 
being a demand made indirectly by one of the || were to open an account with the State of Vivr- 
States of the Union, desirous of reclaiming for a || ginia, we are at this day largely in her debt for the 
deserving conenee moneys which she had ad- || interest of the money to which she ie entitled; for 
vanced to the ‘Treasury of the United States, that || this Government has been borrowing money at 
committee were of opinion that it was a proper || the rate of from four to six per cent. interest, for 
case to be decided by Congress, and they agreed || many years since the State of Virginia was enti- 
to report the facts, and to ask the advice of the || tled to receive this dividend. I cannot see any 
Senate upon the facts thus reported by the com- || want of honor or good faith in asking for the re- 
mit‘ee. The Senate, however, having made a | turn of this money. 
reference to the committee, for the purpose of ob- || There being no amendment offered, the bill was 
taining their opinion, were not satisfied with the | reported to the Senate, and the yeas and nays 
manner in which the committee had disposed of | were ordered on the question of Me engrossment 
the subject. They recommitted it; and thereupon, || for a third reading. 
by the assent of the committee, | believe, but|| Mr. BERRIEN. As the yeas and nays have 
without any intention to give to the claim the sanc- | been ordered on the bill, 1 desire to state very 
tion of the committee as a valid claim, the honor- | briefly the grounds on which I shall give my vote. 
able Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Unperwoop] || Notwithstanding what has been said on the sub- 
has introduced this bill. || ject, in the course of this discussion, | am forced 
Now, sir, it appears from documents which are || to consider this as a claim which the State of Vir- 
upon your table, connected with this case, that on || ginia justly has upon the United States. When I 
the books of the oe this amount, when || look to the original resolution, as passed by the 
received from the State of Virginia, was credited, | Legislature of Virginia, | find it there stated as an 
from time to time, as a donation. It was thus || ‘‘udvance,”’ which the Legislature of that State 
credited on the books of the United States more || proposed to make to the Government of the United 


than fifty years ago. It, of course, must be as- | States, in gid of the erection of suitable Govern- 
sumed to have been known by the State of Vir- | ment bui In the terms of the act which 
ginia, from that time to this, how these advances || was subsequently passed, it purported to be a 
were understood by the Government of the United | ‘‘ grant;” and in that respect it departed from the 
States to have been made; and, until the present | offer of Virginia, contained in the original resolu- 
session of Congress, no claim whatever has ever || tion. But, upon the passing of that bill, its title 
been made or attempted to be made by the State || was altered so as to make it conform to the terms 
of Virginia, that she regarded these advances made || of the original resolution; and instead of being 
by her for the use of the United States as having | denominated an act ‘granting ’’ one hundred and 
been made in any other light than that in which it || twenty thousand dollars to the Government of the 
was regarded by this Government. Now, we ail | United States, it was declared to be an act ‘ con- 
know that at the time when the seat of Govern- | cerning an advance ’’ of one hundred and twenty 
ment was established here, it was a matter on’) thousand dollars to the United States. 

which both Congress and the country were mach | Now, sir, this act of the Legislature of Virginia, 
divided in opinion. The claims of the Delaware || by the terms on which enpenpee to transfer 
were pressed by all the northern States, while the | this money to the Umuted Siates, shows distinctly 
southern States were desirous of the establish- | that, in their view, it was “an advance,’’ and not 
ment of the seat of Government as far south as | ‘a grant.’’ There wag a purpose, unquestiona- 
they could induce Congress to establish it. For || bly, in the Legislature in changing the terms of 
the purpose of rm er Congress as an in- || this. act from ‘agrant” to “an advance ”’ of 
ducement to establish it » these proposals were || money to the United States, which they had full 
made by the States of Virginia and Maryland, and || right to do, and which they could do consistently 
they were made in consideration of the local ad- '| with the terme of the originai offer; and it was 
vanteges which would’ necessatily accrue to the || with the Legislature of Virgisia, and not with the 
people of these States, if Congress should deem it | General Government, to determine the terms on 
compatible with the public interest to establish the | which the money was appropriated to the uae of 
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the United States. 
vaneing the money; 


eee 


sae ore was the party ad- 
and she had a right to de- 


(Mr. Barpwiw] says that this was a donation, and 
waa so entered upon the books of the Treasury 


clare whether it should be considered as an advance || fifty years azo. Concede it ‘to be a donation on 


or asa gift. Shedid declare it emphatically by 
this modification of the act; and I think, therefore, 
that it ia a subject of equity; and the entry on the 
beoks of the Treasury of the United States has 
nothing to-do with it. In my view of the case it 
was an advance made, and liable to reclamation ; 
and, as no distinct day was mentioned for its re- 
payment, the Government was liable for its repay- 
ment on demand; and the time, therefore, that it 
has run would not bar it by limitation. | can 
readily conceive why Virginia was not disposed 
to make thisdemand. There is the pride which 
is natural to a Siate in such a transaction. Vir- 
ginia aided the Government, when it was com- 
paratively poor, furnishing means for the erection 
of the public butldings, although the whole was 
not appropriated to that object; but she aided the 
Government under these circumstances, no doubt 
with a view of gratification to herself in having the 
seat of Government here. But she had a right, ac- 
cording to the terms on which the money was ad- 
vanced, to recover it on demand being made. 
Now, the fact that she has not made such de- 
rand herself, but has assigned the claim to others, 
furnishes to my mind a sufficient justification for 
the course which Virginia has pursued, and relieves 
her from uli imputauon of indelicacy, or too rigid 





| 





an economy in making this demand. As I under- || 


stand the matter, it is transferred to the city of 
Alexandria, on condition that they take stock in 
this railroad company to the amount for the ben- 
efit of the primary schools of Virginia. The Uni- 
ted States no longer require the money. Their 
treasury is amply filled. -Virginia claims the 
amount, and appropriates it primarily to the aid 
of a useful public work, and secondarily to the 
promotion of education io the State. These being 
the facts of the case, I can see no good ground of 
objection to the refunding of the money. 

Mr. FOOTE, My attention was drawn to this 
subject some months ago, and I then investigated 
this matter fully. Ido not deem it necessary to 
present my views in regard to it on the present 
occasion; nor do I rise for that purpose. I simply 
rise to declare that I entertain an undoubted con- 
viction that the claim of the State of Virginia is a 
good claim, and a just claim; and that it is right 
and proper, under all the circumstances, that we 
should give it our acquiescence. I shall vote for 
ihe proposition"with much pleasure. 

Mr. PRATT. I desire to say a word or two 
in relation to this proposition. Alexandria, the 
party to be benefited by the action of the Senate, if 
this bill should pass, 18 on the natural margin of 
my native county, Itis a question therefore in 
which they have an interest, and one on which | 
may be allowed to saya word. Now, sir, to strip 
the question of all the surrounding circumstances 
which | think are not necessary to a proper un- 
derstanding of it, and as it presents itself to my 
mind, it is this: Here is a contingeat proposition 
on the part of the State of Virginia towards the 
construction of a railroad ranning from Aiexandria 
westward through the State of Virginia, a road 
which will not only be beneficial to that particu- 
lar city, but also to the District of Colgmbia, that 
part of it which was ceded by Maryland, and 
which stll remains the District of Columbia. 

Now, it is said by the Senator from New Jer- 
sey, and others, that Virginia does not make a- 
clam upon the Government. She has assigned 
this se a claim, and the Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad Company come here and present it as a 
claim. Now, for the life of me I cannot see why, 
where one assigns to another what he sets out as a 
clair, and the assignee of that individual or gov- 
ernment comes and claims upon the party against 
whom the claim is é6u to exist, it is not as 
much a claim as it would be if the assignor came 
here and made the claint in person. Where is 
the distinction? Virginia, settung up a claim for 
$120,000, has assigned it to this company, to be 
used in the construction of this road. Now, when 
the avsignee of the State of Virginia comes here, 
does not Virginia come here? The claim was as- 
sizned to this company that they might come here 
and receive this money, to aid them in construct- 
ing this work of internal improvement. Now, in 
any point of view in which I have been able to 
look at So it seems to me that we ought 
to pay this claim. The Senator from Connecticut 


the part of Virginia, and | ask any Senator whether 
a donation, having been made to the Government 
when it was poor and wanted it, and was willing 


| to accept it, and when the party making the dona- 


tion was willing to accept it back again, the ori- 
ginal receiver having grown rich and powerful, and 
having no longer any need of this money, we 
ought not to restore the money? Why, sir, the 


| very fact that it was a donation, is the strongeat 


argument that can be urged, in my opinion, why 
the Government should restore it, having no longer 
any need to keep it. 1 do not apprehend on the 
part of Maryland that there will be any claim on 
the part of Maryland on the Government for what 
was conceded by her. She has never been di- 


| vorced, nor does she wish to be divorced; and she 
| will not therefore ask to have her marriage portion, 


which she gave upon her union with the General 
Government, given back to her. I shall vote for 
this bill with pleasure, and | hope it will pass. 

The question was taken on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time, and resulted 
thus: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Bell, Berrien, But- 
ler, Cass, Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, 
Foote, Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, Mason, Morton, 


Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Turney, | 


Unserwood, Wales, and Waiker—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, 
Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Feich, Greene, Hamlin, Pearce, Shields, Sturgeon, Upham, 
Whiteomb, Winthrop, and Yulee—22. 

BILL READ A THIRD TIME. 

The engrosssd bill for the relief of the West 
Feliciana Railroad was read a third time and 
passed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate then 
resolved itself into executive session, and after 
some time spent therein, the doors were reopened, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpvespay, August 28, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
Mr. BOOTH rose and said, that he had re- 
ceived from the Governor of Connecticut certain 
resolutions upon the subject of slavery, passed by 
the Legislature of that State, containing a request 
that he would lay them before the House. He 
had waited for some time, in the hope of having an 
opportunity of presenting them in the regular order 
of the call of the States. A long time, however, 


| had elapsed since the State which he in part rep- 


resented had been called. There was but little 
prospect that it would be called within any reason- 
able period, and he therefore asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to present the resolu- 
tions at this time. 

Objection was made, 

So the resolutions were not received. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, (to the Speaker.) Will 
the Speaker be so good as to state, for the infor- 
mation of the House, whether it is practicable to 
reach the territorial bills now lying upon the 
Speaker’s table, in any other way than by pro- 
ceeding with the regular order of business, which 
is, 1 believe, the cail of the committees for reports? 

The SPEAKER. In reply to the inquiry of 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. McCueananp,] 
the Speaker will state, that the House cannot 
proceed to the consideration of business on the 
Speaker's table until one hour shall have been de- 
voted to the regular order of business, which is 
the call of the committees for reports. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, Then I call for the 

ular order of business. 
he SPEAKER. No motion is required to 
proceed to the regular order of business. Lt comes 
up as a matter of course. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I give notice that I 
shall persist in my efforts to keep the House to 
the regular order of business, unul the territorial 
bills upon the Speaker’s table shall have been dis- 


posed of. 
The SPEAEER. Reports are in order from 
select committees. 
CONTESTED ELECTION IN PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mr. STRONG. | rise toa question of privi- 
lege. I move that the House proceed to the con- 
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sideration of the rt of the C ; 
Elections, in the an of the contented, at = 
from the fourth congressional district of Py. 
vania, being the case of John 8. Littell ys oe 
Robbins, jr. meee 
TheSPEAKER. The report of the Comm; 
on Elections being a question of Privilege, js 
titled to priority, and is the business befor - 
House. the 
CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL, 


Mr. JACKSON, of New York. I rise to, civ 
leged question. Privy 
The SPEAKER. There is a question of »,;,; 
lege already pending, but the Chair will hea, ‘ 
statement of the gentleman from New York (M 
Jackson. Bane 

Mr. JACKSON. On the amendment to th 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, miakiy . 
appropriation for the relief of mariners oa’, 
western waters, my vote was recorded in the afire. 
ative, (referring to the ** Globe.’’) 

The SPEAKER. The Journal of the House 
will be examined for the purpose of ascertainin, 
how the gentleman voted. . 

The Clerk having referred to the Journal— 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman’s vote ig . 
corded in the affirmative. 

Mr. JACKSON. It should have been in th, 
negative. I voted in the negative. 

he SPEAKER said, that the change of th 
gentleman’s vote would not change the result of 
the question. And the Chair put the questiog 
granting leave to make the correction. 

No objection being made, 

The Journal was ordered to be corrected in o¢. 
cordance with the fact as stated by Mr. Jacksoy. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pen. 
sylvania [Mr. Strong] is entitled to the floor. 
CONTESTED ELECTION IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr. STRONG resumed the fleor. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I understood the gentlema 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srrona,] previous to the 
interruption of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Jackson,] to move that the House proceed 
to the consideration of the report of the Commit.’ 
tee on Elections in the case of the contested election 
from the State of Pennsylvania. No vote having 
been taken on that motion, I submit to the Chair 
that the House may say whether it will or will 
not proceed to the consideration of that question. 
I object to its consideration at this time, unless 1 
majority of the House should decide that it will 
take it up. 

The SPEAKER. When a question of privilege 

is presented to the House, in the opinion of the 
Chair it has priority. The House, however, has 
the control over it, and can postpone its consider- 
tion to another day. But the question comes w 
in preference to other business, and is before the 
House for its action; and, in the opinion of the 
Chair, a vote of the House is not required to take 
it up. 
Mr. ASHMUN. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srrona,} as | 
understood it, was that the House now proceed to 
the consideration of the report. This is a mere 
privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Penn- 
sy)vania (Mr. Strong) submits the proposition in 
that form, the Chair will so entertain it. But the 
Chair understood the gentleman from Pennsy!ve- 
nia as calling up the report of the committee a3 8 
question of privilege. It is in the nature of any 
other question of privilege, and does not require ® 
vote of thé House to take it up; but a majority 
can, if it sees proper, postpone its consideration 
aday certain. —~ 

Mr. ASHMUN. I understood the question dif- 
ferently from the Chair. ‘Lunderstood the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to e the motion that 
the House to the consideration of the re- 

. I think the gentleman himself will say that 

made that motion. . 3 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Srrone] will state what his mouon 


was. 
Mr. STRONG. I did not desire, nor do | in- 
tend, to force the consideration i p 

the House in opposition. to the wishes of a major 
ity. 1 certainly made the motion that the House 
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t tin such a shape 

















matter to-day, I desired that it might 
that some other day shall 
ally designated, when we may proceed to 
sonsideration of it. Lf the House 1s disposed 

. tpone the consideration of the report to a 

ith I have no objection; and it is my in- 
va if L do not thereby lose my right to the 
7 0 yield it to any entleman who chooses to 

ke such a motion. ut I cannot yield, except 

- the assurance that I do not lose the right to 

oor. a 

SPEAKER. ‘The Chair does not think 
phat the gentieman will lose his right to the floor, 
py yielding for a motion to postpone. 

Nir. STRONG thereupon yielded the floor to 
Mr. POTTER, who moved that the considera- | 
tion of the report be postponed until the fourth day | 
of March next, (Laughter.) oh] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 desire to put an in- 
wiry to the Chair. if the House should proceed 
: ihe regular order of business, will the report of 
ihe Committee on Elections be firstin order? = 
‘The SPEAKER. It will not. It is a question | 
of privilege, and has no connection with the regu- | 
jar order of business. If the House should now | 
roceed to the consideration of the contested-elec- 
tion case, the regular order of business will not || 
tevin until that question shall have been disposed | 
of, But if the House should postpone the consid- 
eration of the report to a day certain, the regular | 
order of business will be the call of the committees 
for reports. , ‘ 

And in reference to the motion whicli has been | 
made by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Porrer,} || 
to postpone the consideration of the report unt || 


of the 








the fourth day of March next, the Chair is of i 
opinion that 1 is not in erder to move to postpone | 
the consideration of a subject to a day beyond the || 
erm of the existing Corigress. 

Mr. STRONG, (to Mr. Porrer.) Say two || 
weeks from to-day. | 

Mr. POTTER. I move to postpone the further | 
consideration of the report until the third of March. | 
| believe that motion 1s in order. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is in order. 

Mr. STRONG. Is it debatable? 

The SPEAKER. | It is not. i 

Mc. VAN DYKE. 1 am opposed to any ar- || 
rangement of this kind. [call up the report as a 
question of privilege, and demand its considera- ! 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to postpone is i 
aprivileged motion, and must be disposed of. 

Mr. ASHMUN. 1 move te amend the motion | 
go as to postpone the consideration of the report to 
this day fortnight. 

Mr. CASEY, (to the Speaker.) If the consid- 
eration of the report should be postponed until this 
day two weeks, and a special order should inter- 
vene and should not be disposed of before that 
time, would not this report set aside the special 
order ? 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, | 
this is a privileged question, Which would take 
priority alike over the regular order of business or 
over a special order, and would come up this day 
two weeks, if postponed until that day, in prefer- 
ence to all other business. 

After an inquiry from Mr. VINTON, (which 
was not nas 

The SPEAKER said: In the opinion of the 
Chair, a motion to lay on the table a motion to 
postpone is notin order. 

Mr. POTTER. It seems to be desired that I 
should modify my motion so as to postpone to this 
day two weeks. I do so. 

r. VAN DYKE. 1 move to amend by post- 
poning for one week. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Van Dye, and it was rejected. , 

The question was then taken on the modified 
motion of Mr. Porrer, and it was agreed to. 

So the further consideration of the report was 
Postponed to this day two weeks. 

Mr. RICHA IN. 1 demand the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 

mittees. 


com 
Mr. STANLY, from the Select Committee upon 
the subject, made the following report: : 
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report tothe House of persuns hoid- 
ee tae Oe la as clerks in any of 

te offices, auditors, heads commissioner 
of patents, or assistant postmasters were corre- 


|| €xcuse me from answering. 
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spondents of newspapers, wrote for or edited newspapers, 
their salaries and compensation for the same; and who, in 
particular, was the author of certain essays signed “ bun- 
deleund,”® and weat office he then held ; and also, whether, 
duriug the iast canvass for the Presidency, any of the above- 
named officers absented themseives from weir offices and 
official duties, t6 make speeches ‘and public addesses | 


against the election of General ‘Taylor; also, whether the i 


above-named officers, or any of them, during said canvass, 
were calied upon to subscribe or pay money tor au election. 
ecring fund aga:nst General Taylor, and at whose instance 
this was done ;” leave to report, in part, that In dis- 
charge of the duties imposed on them by order of the House, 
they caused several witnesses to be brought before tem; 
that among others, Thomas Ritchie, ediwr of the Union, 
and C. P, Sengstack, late keeper of the Penitenuary ia this 
District, were summoned and appeared befoge Lhe comunit- 
tee; that the said Ritchie and Sengstack refused to answer 
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to the committee, for publication, the business 

secrets of his newspaper establishment. Should 
the House proceed at all with this business, it most 
be, he supposed, by an order for the arrest of Mr. 
Ritchie, with a view to his trial for refusing to dis- 
close the name of his correspondent. Who could 





| 
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|| Suppose, even were the House disposed to embark 


in such an enterprise, that could prevail, if seri- 

ourly resisted by Mr. Ritchie, to be productive of 
|| any useful result, As for Mr. Sengstack’s por- 
| tion of the report, though the wording of the reso- 
|| lution under which the committee was acting was 
|| such as to authorize them to demand of him an 
answer which might affect but one side, he thought 





questions put to them by the committee, touching matters | 


referred to the committee by the House. 

The question was putto Thomas Ruchie: “ State what 
you may know in relation to the different subjects men- 
tioned in the resolution of the House appointing Wiis com- 
mittee and now before you’ To which he replied: * As to 
the correspondence of the Union, the committee must 
I dv not conceive myself at 
liberty to betray the correspondents of my preas,’? &c., &c. 


the House would see that his demand for permis- 
sion to tell the whole truth—to tell who contrib- 
|| uted money for the defeat of Cass, as well as who 
|| for the defeat of Taylor—was but strictly just. 
|| The whole affair was entirely unimportant—not to 
|| say ridiculous. This matter was unworthy of the 


|| time and attention of the House, especially when 










“ Was the author of the communication in the Union of 


| committee, be reported to the House, and its advice and | 


| the report of the committee, he Would only take | 


And this question was also pat to Thomas Kitchie: || such urgent public business was pressing upon 


lution of the House??? Which question the said Ritchie | 
declined to answer. | 
And the said Sengstack, on being asked “ what he knew | 
in relation to the watters referred wo in the resolution of || 
May 6, 1850?” said as tollows: “ As to the officers named 
in the resolution being calied upon or required to subseribe | 
Or pay mouey for an electioueering fund against General 
Taylor, | decline to answer, unless I can aiso state what 
officers paid money fur an electioneering fund in favor of | 
General Taylor.” 
Whereupon the committee adopted the following resolu- 
tion, viz: ij 
Resolved, That the refusal of Thomas Ritchie and C. P. | 
Sengstack to answer questions propounded to them by the | 


September 12, 1848, an office holder embraced in the reso- || 


order asked thereon; which report is mmde accordingly. | 
EUW. STANLY, Vhairmun. 


Mr. STANLY said, that after the reading of | 


up the time of the House while he gave a brief | 
history of the proceedings. It'would be remem- | 
bered that when this committee was appointed, he | 
was made chairman. ‘Tine committee proceeded |. 
to take evidence in relation to the matter, and | 
called before them Mr. Ritchie, the editor of the || 
Union, and Mr. Sengsatck, the keeper of the || 
Penitentiary, “one of the pillars of the Democ- || 
racy” in 1348. ‘The committee propounded to || 
them the questions as specified in the report, and, || 
as it was there stated, they had refused to give any | 
answer to the interrogatories. ‘The committee | 
thought it proper to submit the matter to the || 
House, rather than waste time and cause useless || 
expenditure in bringing before them other witness- || 
es, who might pursue the same course, refusing to | 
answer any questions which would elicit the fucts. || 
He had, therefore, been instructed to make this | 
report. ‘ 1} 

Mr. S. said, he did not wish to make any sug- | 
gesdions to the House. He was only desirous of 
discharging his duty, in bringing the report to the 
House. As for his individual opinions, if he were | 
guided by them, he would dismiss the whole mat- || 
ter from his thoughts. He was aware that the || 
public time was valuable, and ought not to be || 
wasted on matters of little consequence. And for 
this House to be now engared in discussing the 
propriety of the conduct of Messrs. Ritchie and 
Sengstack, would be as becoming as to send a com- 
pany of United States troops in pursuit of a wild- 
cat, while the enemy was in the field. 

He had no wish to consume the time of the 
House by any further remarks; his only object 
being to obtain such action on the of the 
House as would be an instruc.ion to the commit- 
tee in the further prosecation of the investigation | 
with which they had been charged, if it was the 
desire of the Hiouse that this investigation should 
be continued. 

Without further remark, he left it for the House 
to decide what course it was proper to adopt to | 
sustain its own cigmty. 

Mr. HIBBARD, in reply, coneurred in what he 
had understood Mr. Sranty to say in reference to 
the trivial nature and entire futility of the investiga- 
tions of the committee. He had no fancy for such 
investigations, believing it improper to make official 
inquiries as ‘o what of a party Ad- 
ministration, themselves now out of office, did out 
of office hours, or what they did with their own 
money, in order to interests of this or 
that presi candidate. He believed that the 
House would concur in his that Mr. 

















Richie did perhady vight tw setuning to-divalge 


us. 
In conclusion, he moved to lay the whole sub- 


ject on the table. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, appealed to the 
gentleman to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HIBBARD declined to withdraw. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. What mo- 
tion is there before the House? Has any motion 
been made by the chairman of the committee? 

The SPEAKER,.None. — 

Mr. DUER. The motion is to lay what on 
the table? 

Mr. MEADE said a wordywhich did not reach 
the ear of the reporter, 

Mr. VAN DYKE said he would like to know 
what was to be laid on the table by this motion ? 

The SPEAKER. The report of the committee. 

Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 85, nays 108; as foliow: 

YEAS—Mesars. Allen, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bing- 
ham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, 
Albert G. Brown, Witliam J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cotcock, 
Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Duer, Darkee, Edimtinson, 
Ewing, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings; Gilmore, Green, Howaleon, 
Harlan, | bam G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hilliard, Hoagland, Howard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, J. 
L,. Johnzon, Rabert W. Johnson, Julian, Preston King, La 
Sdre, Leffler, Littiefield, Joh Mann, Mason, MeClernand, 
McDonald, McDowell, Robert M. McLane, Me Willie, Mill- 
son, Morse, Olds, Peasiee, Peck, Ph: Ips, Potter, Rodding, 

Root, Ross, Seddan, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H, 
Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Jacob Thoimp-on, 


| James Thompson, ‘Toombs, Walden, Watdo, Wellbdorn, 


Whittlesiey, Wildfick, Wilmot, and Young—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aibertson, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashe, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, Chester Builer, Thomas B. Butler, B. Carrington 
Cabell, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Clingman, W. k. W. Cobb, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Deber- 
ry, Dixen, Dunean, Danham, Eliot, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler Freedley, Gor- 
man, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Hampton, Hay, Hebard, Henry. Howe, Wim. T, 
Jackson, Andrew Jolnson, Jones, Kerr, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, MeLanahan, MeMul- 
len, McQueen, Meacham, Meade, Moore, Morris, Morton, 
Newell, Ogle, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Parker, Pitman, Purnau, 
Reynolds, Richardson, Roninson, Rockwell, Rose, Rumeey, 
Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schootcratt, Shep- 
perd, Silveater, Spaniding, Sprague, Stanly. Thomas, Jolin 
B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dvke, Venable, 
Wallace, Watkins, Wentwerth, White, Williams, Wood, 
and Woodward—10z. 


So the report was not laid on the table. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, obtained the floor, 
and was proceeding to address the House, when 

Mr. POTTER interposed, and rose toa question 
of order. He wished to know what was the quee- 
tion before the House? Was there any question 
for discussion? 

The SPEAKER. The report of the committee 
is before the House for its action. The Chair can- 
not tell what action the House may take. 

Mr. POTTER insisted that unti! some motion 
was made, the subject was not debatable. 

Mr. EVANS. | If there is any doubt about the 
necessity of a motion, [ make the motion to print. 

Mr. MEADE. I ask the gentleman from Mary- 
land to offer this resolution in connection with the 
subject, and then we shall have something to dis- 


cuss. 

Mr. EVANS. Let the resolution be read for 
information. 

The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
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Resolved, That the liberty of the press and freedom of dis- 
cussion demand that editors of public journals should not 
be required by the Government, or any branch thereof, to 
evrrender the names of their correspondents for mere po- 
liseal purposes, 

Mr. STANLY, (to Mr. Means.) The gen- 
tleman from Virginia has left poor Sengstack in 
the larch! 

Mr. MEADE. What does the gentleman say ? 

ie confusion. } 

r. STANLY rose (apparently) to repeat his 
remerk. 

The SPEAKER. Conversation is out of order. 
Does the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Evans] 
yield the floor to the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina? [Mr. Srantr. 

Mr. EVANS. I can state what the gentleman 
from North Carolina said. 

Mr. DUER addressed the Speaker. 

‘The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Evans.) Does the 
gentleman from Maryland yield the floor to the 
gentleman from New York? 

Mr. EVANS responded affirmatively. 

Mr. DUER. I wished merely to ask of the 
Chair to request gentlemen to take their seats and 
preserve order. 





The SPEAKER called the House to order, and || 


requested gentlemen to resume their seats. 

Mr, EVANS repeated the remark of Mr. Sran- 
Ly, that the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Meape} 
had left Mr. Sengstack out of his resolution. 

Mr. MEADE. I omitted Sengstack because he | 
had nothing to do with the press. Ll only made | 
the assertion of a great principle. But[ am will- 
ing to amend the resolution provided the gentle- | 
man from Maryland will allow the resolution to be 
before the House as a subject of discussion. It 
involves a great principle. 1am glad the editor of 
the Union has refused to answer the questions. 

Mr. EVANS resumed the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to under- 





stand, before the gentleman from Maryland pro- | 


ceeds, whether this resolution is before the House ? 

Mr. EVANS. Ido not offer it. If the gentle- 
man from Virginia does, it is immaterial to me. 

The SPEAKER. The gentieman from Virginia 
can only offer the resolation at this time by unani- | 
mous consent. 

Ovjection was made. 

Mr. EVANS resumed the floor and said, that 
he hed appealed to the gentleman from New 
Hampshire (Mr. Hipparp} to withdraw his mo- 
tion to lay the report on the table, and that gentle- 
man had refused to grant his request. He believed 
that this was the first instance on record where 
any gentleman had, after addressing to the House 
an argument, or a speech, involving great prin- 
ciples, closed his remarks by adopting the ex- 
traordinary course of moving to lay the subject on 
the table—thus cutting off all opportunity for reply. 
And he believed this subject did involve an im- 
portant principle. But what wae the course pur- 
sued by the gentleman from New Hampshire? 
He rowe in his place—(he may be a member of the 
committee for aught he knew. If 80, he had pro- 
duced no minority report)—and after making his | 
speoch, he moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table. Such a motion came with little grace from 
that gentieman. And what was the amount of the | 
argument of the gentleman from New Hampshire | 
before he made the motion to lay the report on the 
table? Why, that the parties concerning whom the 
committee was authorized to inquire and investi- 
gate, had only been spending their own money when 
they were occupied in the work of corrupuon, if so 
be that they were thus occupied. Such an argument 

justified the implication that, provided the parties | 
had not dipped their hands into the Treasury and 
employed the public money for that purpose, no | 
principle had been violated. He admired the can- 
dor of the gentleman, while he could not but dis- 
sent from the morality of the argument. The 
gentleman from New Hampshire had given per- 
haps good reasons why this investigation should 
not have been commenced. But what sort of 
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and condescending to make any remarks concern- | 


ing the ** Union’’ or its editor. He confessed, that 
when he rose to speak of an editor who for the 
last forty years had been the constant assailant of 
all that was morally or politically pure, and of a 
paper which was, and had been for a long series 
of years, a common sewer through which the 
vilest slanders found their way to the public eye, 
he did waste the time of the House. But he 
had himself been the object of these slanders; he 


| had been assailed by that preas in the most wanton 


manner; and at a proper time he would show the 


| false and unprincipled character of these attacks; 
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and would place him who made them in no envi- 
able position before the public. 

He would now proceed to show in what cases, 
according to the provisions of law and the practice 
of our higheat legal tribunals, a witness may re- 
fuse to answer questions proposed to him in the 
course of taking testimony. A committee of this 
House was a tribunal competent to take testimony 
according to the rules established in the courts of 
law. This committee had full powers committed 
to it. And the witnesses summoned before it for 
examination are as much bound to answer inter- 
rogatories as witnesses in a court of law. In 
making this statement, he did not pretend to set 
up any new principles; he was merely endeavor- 
ing to explain the principles which uniformly 
govern the taking of testimony, as laid down in all 
the books on evidence. 

In the first place, a witness may refuse to answer 
questions, the replies to which will have a tendency 
to criminate himself. Now, was there anything in 
the questions proposed by this committee to Mr. 
Ritchie, the replies to which coald, by any 
possibility, tend to hiscrimination? He does not 
pretend to deny that the articles appeared in his 
paper. He only refuses to give up the name of 
the writer. How could the disclosure of the name 
of the writer criminate Mr. Ritchie? It was im- 
possible that it could have any such effect. He 
cannot, therefore, come before this House and ask 
to be excused from answering the quesiions pro- 


| posed to him under the first great and governing 


principle of law. 

W hat is the second ground on which a witness 
may demand to be excused from answering ques- 
tions? It is in a case where, by answering a 
question put to him, he will subject himself to a 
forfeiture or penalty. Now, what forfeiture or 
penalty would Mr. Ritchie incur by giving a reply 
to these questions? None whatever. There 
could be no forfeiture or penalty imposed on a free 
press. None whatever. The editor of a public 
journal has an unquestioned right to publish what 
he pleases. He publishes on his own responsibil- 
ity. If, in the exercise of this right, he publish a 
libel, he is answerable to the law, as well as the 
writer of the libel. Thomas Ritchie could certainly 
incur no forfeiture or penalty by replying to the 
questions of the committee—certainly no further 
forfeiture of public confidence or respect. He 
cannot, therefore, come to this House and ask to 
be excused on this second legs; ground. 

The third legal ground on which a witness may 
claim to be excused from replying to a question is, 
where the question is not relevant to the issue, and 
the tendency of the answer wou!d be to degrade the 
cheracter of the witness. And was there any ques- 
tion of this kind proposed to Thomas Ritchie? 
None atall. It would be difficult, indeed, to con- 
struct, or even to propound any question, the an- 
swer to which, by possibility, could degrade his 
character. What! degrade the character of one 
who, as every man knows, has, for forty years, 
been engaged at Richmond and here, in the propa- 

tion of slanders against all noble, truthful men? 

uch a thing is, indeed, impossible. How, in the 
estimation of every right-minded and true-hearted 
gentleman, could any interrogatories be propound- 
ed tosuch a man, the answer to whieh would in- 
volve a deeper degree of degradation of character 
than that which he has long since brought upon 


reasous had he given why a witness should be || himself? 


excused from answering such questions as were 
proposed to him? So far as he had listened to the 
gentieman from New Hampshire, he did not hear 


trom him a single good reason why such a wilness | 


| 


He was sorry to be compelled to make these re- 
marks. But through this paper he had been him- 
seif assailed with the most bitter vituperation. tle 
was not in the practice of commencing a personal 


might be excused. He would venture to assert || war against any one. He calied on any gentle- 
that the gentleman could not assign a solitary legal || man on the floor to point gut to him a single in- 


reason why he shold. 
tle admitted that he himself might be justly 
subject to censure for speaking on this subject, 


stance in which he had made an unprovoked at- 
tack on any individual. If any gentleman would 


say he had done so, he would beg pardon of that 





a 
gentleman and of the House. Now, the j,: 
was generally known to be the lo a 
corruption. It had been so feed ree 
bers of the House, and he agreed with no” 
this point. In attacking that paper, he hoped 5 
would not be charged against him that hedaen." 
to assail che public press of our country, burnt" 
to expose one who had descended from that ht 
a which an editor ought to Occupy, to; 
ulge his degraded taste, by resorting to pen... 
scurrilities and slanderous vituperation, ten 
that Thomas Ritchie had an audience whic,” 
(Mr. E.) could never reach. The slanders , 
him had been sowed by this man broadeas 
the whole extent of the country. In consequ ~ 
of that wide dissemination of these ribald Sean 
he had received anonymous letters of . 
character from parts of the country where he y. 
not personally known. But every one here z 
well acquainted with the true character of Thoma 
Ritchie and of the paper under his control, 

‘The gentleman from New Hampshire has total) 
failed to show that these parties could claim ot 
excused from replying to the questions Put to 
them, under either of the three principles which he 
had quoted. The question is one strictly legal in ii 
character, whether a witness is, or is not bound to 
answer the interrogatories put to him. The prin. 
ciples on which this question turns are laid dows 
in the best works on evidence, and he had Biven 
them as they were laid down. They had neve 
been controverted in any court of justice. | j, 
could be shown that Thomas Ritchie claims unde, 
either of these grounds of excuse, he may refuse 
to answer these interrogatories put to him by the 
committee. It was a great question—not perhaps 
as regards Thomas Ritchie, or so far as he ig con. 
cerned; but it is an important question because of 
the magnitude of the principle which it involves, 
And it ought not to be disposed of hastily and 
without consideration. In the midst of stirring 
topics demanding our attention, it is perhaps ou; 
of place that we should proceed to consider any. 
thing concerning Thomas Ritchie. But we migit 
devote an evening session to the question of the 
right of refusal to answer interrogatories. Great 
principles lie at the bottom of this matter. If he 
be compellable, the noe ought to be compelled to 
give an answer to the questions. And if we are 
not disposed, at this late period of the session, w 
go into a full consideration of the subject, it may 
be better to protest against any conclusion adverse 
to our rights flowing from our indisposition now 
to pursue it. 

He had heard it said, that in the State of Penn- 
sylvania a Roman Catholic priest was exempied 
from the obligation of disclosing in evidence any 
facts which may have been communicated to him 
under the seal of Confession. 

Mr. CASEY said, the contrary had been held. 

Mr. EVANS said he was informed by a law- 
yer from that State, that the practice was exactly 
the reverse. And if it is not so in that State, it is so 
inno other place. And if the priest is not exempted, 
this editor should not be. Counsel may, indeed, re- 
fuse to answer questions, but this is not the privilege 
of the counsel, but of the client, whose interest he 
protects; and he had never heard, until to-day, 
that editors were privileged to receive communica 
tions concerning which they could not be ques 
tioned. Some had, indeed, from time immemorial, 
been privileged to abuse private character. Any 
one who is able to raise means to purchase a press 
and types and paper, may exercise this privilege, 
if he descend so far. But he had never heard of 
any legal reason why an individual exercising this 
privilege, should be exempted from the rule which 
requires that witnesses shall answer the questions 
proposed to them. Editors can claim no exclu: 
sive exemption from this rule. The privilege 
granted to them, if granted at all, is to be by our 
timidity. It is because we are fearful of giving 
offence to an editor, whose ice it is to assail, 
indiscriminately, whomsoever he chooses, that we 
desire to establish such a principle. It is a priv- 
lege to be bestowed on. anonymous writers, om 
slanderers, and on one who has grown old in 
business of perpetrating his assaults on parity of 

- itis such a man who is to be priy- 
ileged. Now, he 
press as much as any 
that it should become a 
names of all those who write for th 
nals, by requiring signatyres to the articles, a8 
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man. 
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